
CELLO 1

SYLLABUS: FALL 2016

* * *
instructor
Christopher Chelpka, christopherchelpka@questforeducationandarts.com

recommended donation
$10 per class. Register here.

meeting time
Mondays, 11:20–12:20 pm. Sept. 12–Dec. 12, 2016; no class on Nov. 11, 2016. 

meeting location
Thornydale Family Church, 2nd nursery room.

class objective
That students be able to pass, with excellence, the Foundation Level Test of
the ASTA Certificate Advanced Program. The fundamentals of cello perfor-
mance will be taught, including knowledge and care of the cello, music
reading, listening, first-position fingering on all four strings, proper bow
hold, and good tone production.

class materials
Students should bring the following materials, in working condition, to class
each week: a properly sized instrument, bow, and case; cello rosin, soft 
cleaning cloth; pencil; music stand; electric tuner; rock stop; Essential Ele-
ments for Strings, Cello Book 1. Students do not need to bring a metronome 
but must have one at home for practice. See Southwest Strings for supplies.

class procedure
Students are expected to arrive early and set-up so that class can begin
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promptly with prayer and announcements. In each class students will re-
ceive instruction and guided practice in the first skills necessary to play the
cello. Students will be given time to pack-up before class ends.

class points
There are 650 points available. Points earned can be viewed online via En-
grade. Assignments will be posted each week in the class yellow box.

❑ Attendance (10%): 65 total points possible. Earn five points each week
by being ready to start on-time. Three points if you’re late.

❑ Preparation (10%): 65 total points possible. Earn five points for having
(1) your materials and (2) completed assignments. Three points for
only one of these.

❑ Weekly Practice Log (25%): 162.5 points total possible. For 12.5 points
each week, fill in your practice log and get it signed before class by a
cello friend, like a parent or a spouse. Q. “How much should I prac-
tice?” A. How good do you want to be?

❑ 10/17 Midterm In-Class Performance (25%): 162.5 total points possible. 
❑ 12/12 Final In-Class Performance (30%): 195 total points possible. 

cello badges 
Students will have the opportunity to earn eight cello badges. Earn them all
to get a delicious prize.

❑ Note Reading Badge: Score 100% on a timed note reading test.
❑ Listening Badge: Score 100% on an intonation test.
❑ Practice Knowledge Badge: Score 100% on knowledge of good practice

technique.
❑ Cello Parts Badge: Name all the parts on the cello and bow correctly.
❑ Composition Badge: Write a piece and perform it on your cello.
❑ Scale Badge: Play one octave D, G, and C-major scales with good in-

tonation and tone by memory.
❑ Bow Hold Badge: Complete bow-hold challenge.
❑ Cello Concert Badge: Attend a concert with one or more visibile and

professional cellists performing.

https://engradepro.com/
https://engradepro.com/
http://www.questforeducationandarts.com/monday-classes/

