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Early American Timeline 

u  Can anyone recite the first twenty-one? 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  1607 – Jamestown, 1st permanent English settlement 

u  1620-1621 – Pilgrims sail on the Mayflower, found Plymouth Colony 

u  1630 – Massachusetts Bay Colony 

u  1636 – Harvard University 

u  1647 – New England Passes Law 

u  1692 – Salem Witch Trials 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  1750 – Industrial Revolution Begins 

u  Mid 18th century – The Great Awakening 

u  1754-1763 – French and Indian War 

u  1764 – The Sugar Act 

u  1765 – The Stamp Act 

u  1767 – Townshend Acts 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  March 5, 1770 – The Boston Massacre 

u  December 16, 1773 – Boston Tea Party 

u  1775-1783 – The American Revolution 

u  1775 – Second Continental Congress 

u  July 4, 1776 – Declaration of Independence 

u  December, 1777-June, 1778 – Continental Army at Valley Forge 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  1781 – Articles of Confederation 

u  September 3, 1783 – Treaty of Paris 

u  1787 – Constitutional Convention 

u  1789-1799 – The French Revolution 

u  1791 – Bill of Rights 

u  1800 – The Federal Government Moves to Washington D.C. 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  1803-1806 – Lewis and Clark Expedition 

u  1803 – Louisiana Purchase 

u  1812-1815 – War of 1812 

u  June 18, 1815 – Battle of Waterloo 



Kingdoms of the World 

u  How did/do the following kingdoms, 
empires, and nations operate? 

u  What do we know about their 
government, laws, and rulers? 

u  Egypt 

u  Assyria 

u  Babylon 

u  Greece 

u  Sparta 

u  Rome 

u  Feudal Europe 

u  British Empire 

u  Colonial 
America 

u  Pre-
Revolutionary 
France 

u  Civil War Era 
America 

u  Communist 
Russia 

u  Nazi Germany 

u  Soviet Russia 

u  North Korea 

u  China 



Daniel 

u  Why Daniel, why now? 



Daniel 

u  The authorship and date of the Book of Daniel have been debated among 
biblical scholars 

u  Read your study Bible or a commentary on Daniel for specifics 

u  The point of this class is not to engage in debate on these issues or any of the 
differing views surrounding his prophecies 

u  The point of this class will be to focus on Daniel, how he interacted with 
government 

u  The point of this class will be to focus on God, and how He works within early 
governments 

 



Daniel 

u  The only bilingual book in Scripture 

u  Hebrew 

u  Chapters 1-2 (verse 1-3) 

u  Introduction to Daniel and his friends 

u  Chapters 8-12   

u  Explain the future of Jews in the land 

u  The lingua franca, or common language of the world, Aramaic 

u  Chapters 2 (verse 4) through 7 

u  Refer to God’s dealing with the Gentile kingdoms 



Daniel 

u  One of the four great prophets 

u  Isaiah 

u  Ezekiel 

u  Jeremiah 

u  Daniel 

u  Descended from the nobility of Judah 

u  Daniel 1:3 

u  Born in Jerusalem about 623 B.C. 



Daniel 

u  About the time Daniel was born, Josiah, the great reformer, was king 

u  Nebuchadnezzar took some Jews from Judah to Babylon 

u  About 606 B.C. 

u  Daniel, along with Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah 

u  Shadrack, Meshach, and Abed-nego 

u  To be trained in the language and literature of Babylon 



Daniel 

u  Lived in a time when Ezekiel was the greatest prophet 

u  Ezekiel mentions Daniel and his wisdom 

“Behold, you are wiser than Daniel!” 

u  Ezekiel 28:3; 14:14; 14:20 

u  Daniel’s context reminds us of the exile and what led to it 



Daniel – Historical Context 

u  Northern Kingdom, Israel 

u  Captured and scattered by Assyria 

u  721-722 B.C. 

u  2 Kings 17; Hosea 8:9-10 

u  Southern Kingdom, Judah 

u  The remaining kingdom of God’s people 

u  Many crisis and moral failures, idolatry 

u  12 of 20 kings of Judah were evil 

u  1 Kings 14:22 

u  Read in class 



Daniel – Historical Context 

u  King Josiah 

u  641-609 B.C. 

u  Rediscovered the Law 

u  2 Kings 22-23 

u  Great reforms 

u  Josiah’s reforms did not change the hearts of the people 

u  God’s promised judgement came through Nebuchad-nezzar 

u  He attacked Jerusalem in 597 B.C. 

u  2 Kings 24:1-17 



Daniel – Historical Context 

u  Jeremiah, the prophet, urged King Zedekiah, the last king, to submit to the 
Babylonians 

u  Instead King Zedekiah rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar in 589 B.C. 

u  Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem in siege warfare 

u  Destroyed the city along with the palace and Solomon’s great temple 

u  Many of the people of Judah were taken into the Babylonian captivity  

u  586 B.C. 

u  2 Kings 25:7 

u  “Then they killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, put out the eyes of Zedekiah, 
bound him with bronze fetters, and took him to Babylon.” 



Daniel – Historical Context 

u  As God’s people were sent into exile, the life and prophetic work of Daniel 
comforted and strengthened them 

u  The book of Daniel’s message is given through personal stories of trial and 
courage, as well as through dreams 

u  But the message is larger... 



Daniel – Main Message 

u  God brings His covenant purposes to salvation for His people through the rise 
and fall of kings and kingdoms, so believers should remain loyal to the God of 
their salvation 

u  Yahweh, the covenant God of Israel, is greater than all earthly forces 

u  The kingdom of God’s anointed Messiah is coming 

u  It will grow to fill the whole world 

u  Daniel 2:35 

u  Daniel predicted that “the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed” 

u  Daniel 2:44 



Daniel – Main Message 

u  Whether facing the challenge of pagan education and communion 

u  Daniel 1 

u  Or deliverance in the face of a consuming fire 

u  Daniel 3 

u  Or the lion’s den 

u  Daniel 6 

u  God is able to deliver His people 



Daniel – Main Message 

u  In the vivid episode of the fiery furnace, God’s promise or deliverance was 
visible 

u  Daniel 3 

u  God’s servants can live in the fire because the Son of God is also there 

u  This, like all deliverances, points us to Jesus Himself 

u  He was sacrificed and resurrected in the fiery presence of the living God who 
is a consuming fire 

u  Though Jesus was not consumed and neither were His servants, God’s fire 
does consume the wicked 



Daniel – Main Message 

u  Fallen man would rather call a psychic hotline than listen to God’s word 

u  Mankind has always wished to know and control his own destiny 

u  Only the Triune Lord of heaven and earth knows and declares whatsoever 
comes to pass; He alone “rules in the kingdom of men, and appoints over it 
whomever He chooses” 

u  Daniel 5:21 

u  He alone decrees the rise and fall of nations and men 



Daniel – in the King’s Court 

u  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

u  In great faith withstood the pressure of compromise 

u  There could have been many reasons for simply bowing down 

u  Compromise is easy 

u  They were informed by faith, obedient to God’s law and trusting of God’s 
power 

u  They stood firm and displayed amazingly mature courage 

u  The decision of these three teenagers was remarkable 



Daniel – in the King’s Court 

u  Daniel and his three friends were educated in Babylon 

u  Daniels 1:4 

u  They would not commune at the king’s table and chose “vegetables” and 
water instead 

u  The kings table was dedicated to the king’s gods, to eat at the king’s table 
meant communing with his gods 

u  This story shows that now God’s people had to deal with living in a pagan 
society 

u  They had to learn how to benefit from the educational achievements of a 
culture and yet not commune with idolatry 



Daniel – in the King’s Court 

u  In Daniel we see not only how God’s people make their way in the world but 
how God overturns and judges empires, nations and even specific rulers 



Daniel – in the King’s Court 

u  What do we know about Daniel’s responses to officials and official’s responses 
to Daniel? 

u  Daniel 1:8-16 

u  Daniel 2:13-30 

u  Daniel 2:46-49 

u  Daniel 4:19 

u  Daniel 5:13-23 

u  Daniel 6:1-5 

u  Daniel 6:14-28 





Reading Homework 

Daniel 
u  all 

Supplemental Readings (Optional) 
u  Western Civilization 

u  none 

u  Streams of Civilization 2 

u  Pages 196-204 

u  Church History in Plain Language 

u  C 33: The Heart and its Reasons 

u  C 34:  A Brank from the Burning 

u  C 35:  A New Order of the Ages 

u  A History of Christianity in the United States and Canada 

u  none 

u  Words of Delight 

u  C 4:  Hero Stories 



Engrade Homework 

u  none 



Written Homework 

u  What would it be like to work for the current president of the United States of 
America? 

u  Write three to five paragraphs including: 

u  How would you respond to the president? 

u  How you would behave? 

u  What would your quality of work be? 

u  How would you answer to direct criticisms of your faith? 

u  How would you respond to an atmosphere intolerant of your faith? 

u  How would you treat your fellow workers with whom you have a similar backgrounds? 

u  How would you treat your fellow workers with whom you have differing backgrounds? 

u  Keep in mind Daniel’s example of a godly man working within a wicked empire. 



Memory Homework 

u  You will be memorizing the Early American Timeline we discussed in class 
today.  This will be memorized over the entire year.  You will be tested on the 
events up to the Constitution on the Midterm.  You will be tested on all the 
dates on the Final. 

u  This week, continue to memorize the first 21 events, and begin memorizing 
the 22nd event. 

  


