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SUMMARY 

•  Read Part II summary 



THEMES 

•  Salvation Through Striving 

–  A false view, that although man is a fallen creature, redemption and salvation are his as long as he 
continues to strive and grow 

•  Quest for Knowledge 

–  Faust goes on a perilous journey in pursuit of knowledge, but comes up short, as man can never 
attain a full understanding of the mysteries of God and the universe 



THEMES 

•  Lack of Fulfillment 

–  Earthly pleasures can never fully satisfy a human being 

•  Deception 

–  Evil wears many deceptive guises that make it appear desirable even though it is ultimately ruinous 

•  Life is Worth Living 

–  Even though moments of despair can make it seem otherwise, life is worth living 



FAUSTIAN ACTS 

•  The story of Faust has given English and other languages a metaphor to describe an agreement 
to engage in unethical or immoral activity in order to achieve a goal. 

•  The Merriam-Webster online dictionary defines Faustian as follows: 

–  "of, relating to, resembling, or suggesting Faust;  

–  especially: made or done for present gain without regard for future cost or consequences."   



FAUSTIAN ACTS 

•  For example… 

•  A newscaster who agrees to slant the news against a political candidate in return for a 
promotion from his boss "sells his soul to the devil." He commits a Faustian act. 

•  A scientist who opposes human cloning on moral grounds but conducts human-cloning 
experiments for money also commits a Faustian act. 

•  A baseball player who takes steroids to enhance his performance likewise commits a Faustian 
act.   



ENDING 

•  Read last two paragraphs of the Part II summary. 



TRUE SALVATION 

•  What is true salvation? 

•  Does it come from striving to do good? 

•  John 3:16 

•  Romans 10:5-17 

•  Romans 8:1-4 

•  Romans 3:10-28 



PLOT 

•  A simple summary of the sequence of events in a story. 

–  Introduction (Exposition) 

–  Rising Action 

–  Climax 

–  Denouement 

–  Conclusion 



PLOT 

•  Introduction (Exposition) 
•  Introduces the reader to a particular setting and character 



PLOT 

•  Rising Action 
•  The characters encounter a conflict, and events take place which cause the tension created by the conflict 

to become more and more intense 



PLOT 

•  Climax 
•  Where the conflict is decided, for good or ill 



PLOT 

•  Denouement 

–  The story begins to “unravel” 

–  Unfold its secrets 

–  French for unraveling 



PLOT 

•  Conclusion 

–  The author ties up “loose ends” for the reader 

–  Puts an interpretive spin on the story’s events 



CLIMAX 

•  The climax of a literary work can be defined as 

–  (1) the turning point at which the conflict begins to resolve itself for better or worse 

–  (2) the final and most important event in a series of events 



CLIMAX 

•  (1) the turning point at which the conflict begins to resolve itself for better or worse 

•  The climax of Faust occurs when the guilt-ridden Faust pities the imprisoned Margaret 
(Gretchen) and attempts to rescue her. 

•  This episode represents a major turning point in his life and foreshadows his ultimate salvation.  



CLIMAX 

•  (2) the final and most important event in a series of events 

•  The climax occurs when Faust finally realizes his highest moment of happiness—a moment 
that Mephistopheles promised to give him from the beginning in return for Faust's immortal 
soul—but Faust's moment of happiness comes when he does good on behalf of humankind, 
not evil on behalf of his own self-gratification. Consequently, the Lord accepts Faust into 
heaven. 



CONFLICT 

•  What is the conflict in Faust in your opinion? 

–  Man vs. Man 

–  Man vs. Nature 

–  Man vs. God 

–  Man vs. Himself 

–  Man vs. Society 





READING HOMEWORK 

FAUST 

•  Pages 335-503 

WORDS OF DELIGHT 

•  none 



ENGRADE HOMEWORK 

•  none 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

•  Complete a Blank Plot Diagram for Faust. 

•  Answer the following questions briefly. 

  

  



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

At the Well 

REMEMBER:  Margaret and Gretchen are the same person. 

1.  What is the irony of this conversation?  335-339. 

2.  Is Gretchen repentant?  Why or why not?  339 

Night.  Street in Front of Gretchen’s Door 

3.  Who is Valentine?  343-353 

4.  What does he feel about his sister Margaret and why? 

5.  What happens to Valentine? 

6.  Summarize his thoughts about his sister as he lies dying. 

 

 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

Cathedral 

7.  What happened to Gretchen’s mother? 355 

Dismal Day 

8.  What is Faust’s attitude toward Margaret?  399-405 

9.  What is Faust’s attitude toward Mephistopheles? 

10.  What is Mephistopheles attitude towards Faust? 

 

 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

Dungeon 

11.  Where is Margaret?  407-419 

12.  What did she do that forced her here? 

13.  What is Faust trying to do? 

The Second Part of the Tragedy 

Charming Landscape 

14.  What happens to Faust?  423-427 

 

 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

Open Country 

15.  What did the elderly couple do for the wanderer?  431 

16.  What are their names? 

17.  How has this wilderness, oceanfront setting been transformed?  433-437 

18.  What does the ruler of this place want?  437 

Palace 

19.  Who turns out to be the ruler of this land?  439 

20.  What displeases this ruler?  439 & 443-447 

21.  What does Faust tell Mephistopheles to do?  447 

 

 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

Deep Night 
22.  What does Mephistopheles do in response to Faust’s request?  449-451 
23.  How does Faust rationalize what’s happened?  451 
24.  What did Faust expect Mephistopheles to do when he gave him the order on page 447?  453 
Midnight 
25.  How does this affect Faust?  453-461 
26.  What happens to Faust?  463 
27.  What does he strive to complete? 
28.  Why is this ironic? 
 
 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

Large Outer Court of the Palace 

29.  Faust is giving orders that will allow him to achieve his final goal for the land he rules.  
What does he desire as a result?  467-469 

30.  How does this affect his bargain with Mephistopheles? 

Entombment 

31.  What happens to Faust?  471-485 

32.  What is Mephistopheles’ complaint?  487 

 

 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

Mountain Gorges, Forest, Rock, and Desert 

33.  Why is Faust saved?  493 

34.  What has happened to Gretchen?  501 

35.  What has lured Faust to perfection?  503 

 

 


