
In the Reign of Terror 
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Week 1 



Early American Timeline 

u  Can anyone recite the first twenty-three? 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  1607 – Jamestown, 1st permanent English settlement 

u  1620-1621 – Pilgrims sail on the Mayflower, found Plymouth Colony 

u  1630 – Massachusetts Bay Colony 

u  1636 – Harvard University 

u  1647 – New England Passes Law 

u  1692 – Salem Witch Trials 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  1750 – Industrial Revolution Begins 

u  Mid 18th century – The Great Awakening 

u  1754-1763 – French and Indian War 

u  1764 – The Sugar Act 

u  1765 – The Stamp Act 

u  1767 – Townshend Acts 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  March 5, 1770 – The Boston Massacre 

u  December 16, 1773 – Boston Tea Party 

u  1775-1783 – The American Revolution 

u  1775 – Second Continental Congress 

u  July 4, 1776 – Declaration of Independence 

u  December, 1777-June, 1778 – Continental Army at Valley Forge 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  1781 – Articles of Confederation 

u  September 3, 1783 – Treaty of Paris 

u  1787 – Constitutional Convention 

u  1789-1799 – The French Revolution 

u  1791 – Bill of Rights 

u  1800 – The Federal Government Moves to Washington D.C. 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  1803-1806 – Lewis and Clark Expedition 

u  1803 – Louisiana Purchase 

u  1812-1815 – War of 1812 

u  June 18, 1815 – Battle of Waterloo 



G.A. Henty 

u  “The Prince of Storytellers” 

u  George Alfred Henty  

u  December 8, 1832 – November 16, 
1902 



G.A. Henty 

u  Born in Trumpington, near Cambridge 

u  Sickly childhood 

u  Avid reader 



G.A. Henty 

u  Left university early to volunteer for the army when the Crimean War started 

u  Sent letters home describing conditions 

u  Father had his letters published 

u  Was sent to become a war correspondent 

 



G.A. Henty 

u  BIG fan of the British Empire 

u  Glorified in it’s successes 



G.A. Henty 

u  His story telling skills came from telling stories at the dinner table to his 
children 

u  His stories usually revolve around a young boy who is living in troubled times 

u  His stories always have young men and women of virtue 



G.A. Henty 

u  Controversial 

u  Racist 

u  Imperialist 



G.A. Henty 

u  144 stories 



French Revolution 

u  1789-1799 

u  Began with a financial crisis but quickly became a movement of reform and 
violent changes 

u  A crowd in Paris captured the Bastille, a royal fortress and hated symbol of 
oppression 

u  A series of elected legislatures then took control of the government 

u  King Louis XVI and his wife, Marie Antoinette, were executed 

u  Thousands of others met the same fate during the Reign of Terror 

u  Revolution ended when Napoleon Bonaparte, a French general, took over the 
government 



French Revolution 

u  Various conditions led to the revolution 

u  Social 

u  Political 

u  Economic 

u  Dissatisfaction among the lower and middle classes 

u  Interest in new ideas about government 

u  Financial problems caused by the costs of wars 



French Revolution 

u  According to law, French society consisted of three groups called estates 

u  First estate:  clergy 

u  Second estate:  nobles 

u  Third estate:  everyone else 



First Estate – Clergy  

u  Did not have to pay most taxes 



Second Estate – Nobles  

u  Did not have to pay most taxes 

u  King had almost unlimited authority 

u  Governed by divine right – the monarch’s right to rule was thought to come from 
God 



Third Estate - Everyone Else 

u  Mostly peasants, so poor they could barely feed their families 

u  Working people of the cities 

u  Large and prosperous middle class made up of merchants, lawyers, and 
government officials 

u  Among the most important people in French society but were not recognized as 
such because they belonged to the third estate 

u  Provided almost all the country’s tax revenue 

u  Especially the peasants 



Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

u  Philosopher 

u  Suggested that the right to govern came from the people 



Financial Crisis 

u  France had gone deeply into debt to finance fighting the Seven Years’ War 
(1756-1763) and the Revolutionary War in America (1775-1783) 

u  1788, the government was almost bankrupt 

u  Parliament of Paris insisted that King Louis XVI could borrow more money or 
raise taxes only by calling a meeting of the Estates-General 

u  Representatives of the three estates 

u  Had last met in 1614 

u  The king called the meeting 



Estates-General 

u  Opened May 5, 1789 

u  Versailles 

u  First two estates wanted each of the three estates to vote separately by 
estate 

u  Third estate had as many representatives as the other two estates combined 

u  Third estate wanted all the estates to be merged into one national assembly 
and that each representative would have one vote 

u  Third estates also wanted the Estates-General to write a constitution 



Estates-General 

u  The king and the first two estates refused the demands of the third estate 

u  June 1789, the representatives of the third estate declared themselves the 
National Assembly of France 

u  Gathered in a tennis court and pledged not to disband until they had written 
a constitution – Oath of the Tennis Court 

u  Louis XVI then allowed the three estates to join together as the National 
Assembly 

u  Louis XVI also began to gather troops to break up the assembly 



Bastille 

u  July 14, 1789 

u  A huge crowd of Parisians rushed to the Bastille 

u  Captured the Bastille and began to tear it down 

u  Believed they would find arms and ammunition there for use in defending 
themselves against the king’s army 

u  Paris formed a revolutionary city government 

u  Massive peasant uprisings against nobles broke out in the countryside 

u  The uprisings saved the National Assembly from being disbanded by the king 



Emigres 

u  A few nobles decided to flee France immediately 

u  Many more followed in the next five years 

u  Called emigres, because they emigrated 



National Assembly 

u  August 1789 

u  Adopted the Decrees of August 4  and the Declaration of the Rights of Man 
and of the Citizen 

u  Abolished some feudal dues that the peasants owed their landlords 

u  Abolished the tax advantages of the clergy and nobles 

u  Guaranteed the same basic rights to all citizens, including “liberty, property, 
security, and resistance to oppression” 

u  Guaranteed a representative government 



National Assembly 

u  Drafted a constitution 

u  Made France a limited monarchy 

u  One-house legislature 

u  Divided France into 83 regions, called departments 

u  Each with elected councils for local government 

u  The right to vote and hold public office was limited to citizens who paid a certain 
amount of taxes 

u  Reformed the court system 

u  Requiring the election of judges 



National Assembly 

u  Seized the property of the Roman Catholic Church 

u  Church lands were about a tenth of the country’s land 

u  Sold to rich peasants and members of the middle class 

u  Money from the land sales was used to pay some of the national debt 

u  Reorganized the Catholic Church in France 

u  Required the election of priests and bishops by the voters 

u  Closed the monasteries and convents 

u  Complete religious tolerance was extended to Protestants and Jews 



National Assembly 

u  Disbanded at the end of September 1791 

u  Believed that the revolution was over 

u  Disbanded to make way for the newly elected Legislative Assembly 



Legislative Assembly 

u  October 1, 1791 – opened 

u  Made up mainly of representatives of the middle class 

u  Government’s stability depended on cooperation between the king and the 
legislature 

u  Louis XVI remained opposed to the revolution 

u  Asked other rulers for help in stopping it 

u  Plotted with aristocrats and emigres to overthrow the new government 

 



Legislative Assembly 

u  Public opinion became bitterly divided 

u  Revolution’s religious policy angered many Catholics 

u  Others demanded stronger measures against opponents of the revolution 



Legislative Assembly 

u  Foreign threats! 

u  April 1792, war against Austria and Prussia 

u  These nations wished to restore the king and emigres to their positions 

u  Foreign armies defeated French forces in early fighting 

u  Invaded France 

u  Louis XVI and supporters hoped for victory for the invaders 

u  Angry revolutionaries in Paris and other areas demanded the king be dethroned 



Legislative Assembly 

u  August 1792 

u  The people of Paris took Louis XVI and his family and imprisoned them 

u  This ended the constitutional monarch 

u  Legislative Assembly called for a National Convention to be chosen 

u  An election open to nearly all French males age 21 and older 

u  Also for a new constitution 



Legislative Assembly 

u  French armies suffered more military defeats 

u  Parisians feared the invading armies would soon reach the city 

u  Parisians also feared an uprising by the large number of people in the city’s 
prisons 

u  September Massacres 

u  First week of September 

u  Parisians took the law into their own hands 

u  Executed more than 1,000 prisoners 

u  Turned many people in France and Europe against the revolution 



Legislative Assembly 

u  September 20, French forces defeated a Prussian army in the Battle of Valmy 

u  This victory, prevented the Prussians from advancing on Paris 

u  Helped end this crisis 



National Convention 

u  September 21, 1792 – opened 

u  Declared France a republic 

u  “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity” 



National Convention 

u  Louis XVI was placed on trial for betraying the country 

u  Found guilty of treason 

u  Beheaded on the guillotine on January 21, 1793 



National Convention 

u  The revolution became more radical, with radical leaders 

u  Open to extreme and violent change 

u  These leaders were known as the Mountain, because they sat on the high 
benches at the rear of the hall 

u  Maximillien Robespierre, Georges-Jacques Danton, Jean-Paul Marat 

u  The Mountain dominated a powerful political club called the Jacobin Club 

u  Opponents were known as the Gironde, because several came from a 
department of that name 

u  The majority of the deputies were known as the Plain, and sat between the 
two rival groups 



National Convention 

u  A struggle for power was fought between the Mountain and the Gironde 

u  Mountain won 

u  June 1793, the Convention expelled and arrested the leading Girondists 

u  Girondists supporters rebelled and assassinated Jean-Paul Marat in July 



National Convention 

u  Jacobin leaders created a new citizens’ army 

u  To fight rebellion in France 

u  To fight a war against other European nations 

u  A military draft provided the troops 

u  Rapid promotion of talented soldiers provided the leadership for this strong army 



Terror and Equality 

u  Jacobin government was… 

u  Dictatorial – suspended civil rights and political freedom in the emergency 

u  Committee of Public Safety took over actual rule of France, controlling local 
governments, the armed forces, and other institutions 

u  The committee governed during the most terrible period of the revolution 

u  Leaders:  Robespierre, Lazare Carnot, Bertrand Barere 

u  Declared a policy of terror against rebels, supporters of the king or the Gironde, 
and anyone else who publicly disagreed with official policy 



Terror and Equality 

u  Jacobin government was… 

u  Dictatorial – suspended civil rights and political freedom in the emergency 

u  Hundreds of thousands of suspects were jailed 

u  18,000 death sentences, Reign of Terror 

u  Paris became used to the rattle of two-wheeled carts called tumbrels carrying 
people to the guillotine 

u  Marie Antoinette, widow of Louis XVI is beheaded during this time 



Terror and Equality 

u  Jacobin government was… 

u  Democratic – extended the benefits of the revolution beyond the middle class 

u  Many workers participated in political life for the first time 

u  Convention authorized free primary education, public assistance for the poor, price 
controls to protect consumers from rapid inflation, and taxes based on income 

u  Called for the abolition of slavery in France’s colonies 

u  Most of these reforms were never carried out due to later changes in the 
government 



The End of the Revolution 

u  Radicals began to struggle for power among themselves 

u  Robespierre had Danton and other former leaders executed 

u  Many people wished to end the Reign of Terror, the Jacobin dictatorship, and 
the democratic revolution 

u  July 27, 1794, enemies at the Convention attacked Robespierre as a tyrant 

u  He was executed the next day 

u  The Reign of Terror ended with his death 



The End of the Revolution 

u  The Convention replaced the democratic constitution it had adopted in 1793, 
with a new one in 1795 

u  The government formed under this new constitution was called the Directory 

u  Referring to the five-man execute directory that ruled along with… 

u  Two-house legislature 

u  France was still a republic 

u  Only citizens who paid a certain amount of taxes could vote 



The End of the Revolution 

u  French armies had pushed back the invaders and crossed in Belgium, 
Germany, and Italy 



The End of the Revolution 

u  Directory began meeting in October 1795 

u  Troubled by war 

u  Economic problems 

u  Opposition from supporters of monarchy 

u  Opposition from former Jacobins 

u  October 1799, a number of political leaders plotted to overthrow the 
Directory 

u  They needed military support and turned to…. 



Napoleon Bonaparte 

u  French general 

u  Hero during a military campaign in Italy in 1796 and 1797 

u  Bonaparte seized control of the government on November 9, 1799 

u  Ending the revolution 



The French Revolution 

u  Brought France into opposition with much of Europe 

u  Monarchs in other nations feared the spread of democratic ideals 

u  Left the French people in extreme disagreement about the best form of 
government for their country 



The French Revolution 

u  Created the long-lasting foundations for… 

u  A unified state 

u  A strong central government 

u  A free society dominated by the middle class and landowners 



Reading Homework 

In the Reign of Terror 
u  Chapters I-VIII 

Supplemental Readings 
(Optional) 
u  Western Civilization 

u  C 19:  A Revolution in Politics; The Era of the 
French Revolution and Napoleon 

u  Streams of Civilization 2 

u  none 

u  Church History in Plain Language 

u  none 

u  A History of Christianity in the United States 
and Canada 

u  none 

u  Words of Delight 

u  none 



Engrade Homework 

u  none 



Written Homework 

u  none 



Memory Homework 

u  You will be memorizing the Early American Timeline we discussed in class 
today.  This will be memorized over the entire year.  You will be tested on the 
events up to the Constitution on the Midterm.  You will be tested on all the 
dates on the Final. 

u  This week, continue to memorize the first 23 events, and begin memorizing 
the 24th event. 

  


