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Toothed Whales 

Whales’ Teeth: not used to chew, they swallow prey whole or in chunks 

Melon: used for echolocation, also called sonar 

 -Echolocation: whale sends out sound waves and sound returns to whale 

Dolphins: type of toothed whale 

-group of dolphins: pod/ large pod: herd 

-one of the most intelligent creatures God has made 

-hunt halibut and fish 

-more than 30 different species of dolphins 

-dolphins weigh more than 1.000lbs, grow to 10ft 

-porpoising: dolphin leaping out of water  

Porpoise: 

-much smaller than dolphin, generally grows to 7 ft long 

-no beak on porpoise 

Orca/Killer Whale: 

-over lengths of 30 ft 

-hunt in packs for sharks, seals, dolphins, penguins, and other whales 

- “wolves of the sea” 

Beluga Whale/Sea Canary: 

-beluga means white one in Russian 

-grow to weigh more than 3,000lbs 

-no dorsal fin 

-pups born brown or black in color, turn blue by 1 year, then light yellow, and snow white as 

matured 

-Belugas molt (shedding of their skin) 



Narwhal: 

- “Unicorns of the Sea” 

-male narwhals have a tusk, females don’t 

-tusk: extra-long tooth, spiraled 

Sperm Whale: 

-largest of toothed whale 

-blowhole located on front of head 

-can stay under water, up to 1 mile deep, for up to 1 hour long 

-deepest divers of marine mammals 

Baleen Whales 

-Baleen: used for feeding; suck water in, whale uses its tongue to push water out, fish get stuck 

in baleen, then fish are swallowed 

Blue Whale: 

-throat is about the size of a grapefruit 

-favorite food is krill, they eat about 4 tons per day 

-calf is about 25 ft long when born 

Humpback Whale: 

-known for their songs 

-barnacles like to grow on their skin 

Grey Whales:  

-grow to 45 ft long 

-lice and barnacles grow on their skin 

-very protective over their young 

-only live in the Pacific 

Right Whale: 

-9 ft long baleen 

 


