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REMAINDER OF YEAR 

•  Week 25:  Moby Dick 

•  Week 26:  Moby Dick 

•  Week 27:  Moby Dick 

•  Week 28:  The Raven , plot diagrams for Moby Dick and In the Heart of the Sea due, and FINAL 
review 

•  Week 29:  Final 



HERMAN MELVILLE 

•  1819-1891 

•  Born in New York City 

•  3rd of 8 children 

•  Allan Melville and Maria Gansevoort 
Melville 



HERMAN MELVILLE 

•  Father was a prosperous importer of foreign goods 

•  End of the 1820s the family business failed 

•  Family relocated to Albany 

•  Father died of overwork 

•  Melville started working in a bank at the age of 13 



HERMAN MELVILLE 

•  Melville left school at 18 to become an elementary school teacher 

•  Then a newspaper reporter 

•  Made his first sea voyage at 19 

–  Merchant sailor on a ship bound for Liverpool, England 

•  Returned to America, tried settling down in Illinois 

–  Financial difficulties 



HERMAN MELVILLE 

•  At 21, Melville committed to a whaling voyage of indefinite destination and scale on a ship called the 
Acushnet 

–  South America, across the Pacific Ocean, and to the South Seas 

–  Abandoned ship in the Marquesas Islands 

–  Accidentally wandered into the company of a tribe of cannibals 

–  Lamed with a bad leg, he spent a month alone in the company of the natives 

•  This experience formed the core of his first novel 
–  Typee:  A Peep at Polynesian Life 

–  Published in 1846 

–  A mixture of fact and fiction 



HERMAN MELVILLE 

•  Wrote a series of novels detailing his experiences 

–  Life among the natives and other exotic experiences 

–  Constantly read while at sea, widened his literary knowledge 

•  These 5 early books are considered an apprenticeship to his masterpiece 

–  Typee:  A Peep at Polynesian Life 

–  Omoo 

–  Mardi and a Voyage Thither 

–  Redburn 

–  White-Jacket or The World in a Man-of-War 



HERMAN MELVILLE 

•  Moby Dick or The Whale 

•  1851 

•  A documentary of life at sea and a vast philosophical allegory of life in general 



HERMAN MELVILLE 

•  Melville was influenced in the writing of Moby Dick by the work of Nathaniel Hawthorne 

•  He met Hawthorne in 1850 

•  Dedicated Moby Dick to Hawthorne 

•  Melville admired Hawthorne’s psychological depth and gothic grimness and associated him with 
a new, distinctively American literature 



HERMAN MELVILLE 

•  Influences on Moby Dick 

–  Shakespeare 

–  Milton 

–  The Bible, especially the Old Testament 

–  Whaling narratives 

–  Thomas Beale’s encyclopedic Natural History of the Sperm Whale 

–  J. Ross Browne’s Etchings of a Whaling Cruise 



HERMAN MELVILLE 

•  By the 1850s whaling was a dying industry 

•  Whales had been hunted into near extinction 

•  Alternatives for whale oil had been found 

•  Moby Dick was a failure when first published in 1851 

•  Melville defied critics, started writing poetry 



HERMAN MELVILLE 

•  In the 1920s literary historians interested in constructing an American literary tradition 
rediscovered Moby Dick 

•  The found the book to be discussing classic American themes 

–  Religion 

–  Fate 

–  Economic expansion 

–  Modernism 

•  The book was promoted by these historians, children all across America read it in high school, 
it has become a part of our culture, the rest is history 



THEMES 

•  Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work. 

–  The Limits of Knowledge 

–  The Deceptiveness of Fate 

–  The Exploitative Nature of Whaling 



MOTIFS 

•  Motifs are recurring structures, contrasts, and literary devices that can help to develop and 
inform the text’s major themes. 

–  Whiteness 

–  Surfaces and Depths 



SYMBOLS 

•  Symbols are objects, characters, figures, and colors used to represent abstract ideas or 
concepts. 

–  The Pequod 

–  Moby Dick 

–  Queequeg’s Coffin 



CHARACTERS - ISHMAEL 

•  The narrator 

•  Junior member of the crew of the Pequod 

•  Doesn’t play a major role in the events of the novel 

•  Much of the narrative is taken up by his discourse on whales and whaling 



CHARACTERS - AHAB 

•  Egomaniacal captain of the Pequod 

•  Lost his leg to Moby Dick 

•  Single-minded in his pursuit of the whale 

•  Dictatorial, but not unfair 



CHARACTERS – MOBY DICK 

•  The great white sperm whale 

•  Also referred to as the White Whale 

•  Infamous and dangerous threat to seamen 

•  Considered by Ahab the incarnation of evil and a fated nemesis 



CHARACTERS - STARBUCK 

•  First mate of the Pequod 

•  Questions Ahab’s judgement, first in private and later in public 

•  A Quaker who believes that Christianity offers a way to interpret the world around him 

•  Acts as a conservative force against Ahab’s mania 



CHARACTERS - QUEEQUEG 

•  Starbuck’s skilled harpooner 

•  Ishmael’s best friend 

•  Once a prince form a South Sea island who stowed away on a whaling ship in search of 
adventure 

•  Composite element of Polynesian, Islamic, Christian, and Native American cultures 

•  Brave and generous  



CHARACTERS - STUBB 

•  Second mate of the Pequod 

•  Mischievous good humor 

•  Easygoing and popular 

•  Trusts in fate and refuses to assign too much significance to anything 



CHARACTERS - TASHTEGO 

•  Stubb’s harpooner 

•  Gay Head Indian, from Martha’s Vineyard, one of the last of a tribe about to disappear 

•  Performs many of the skilled tasks aboard the ship 

•  Embodies certain characteristics of the “noble savage” and is meant to defy racial stereotypes 

•  More practical and less intellectual then Queequeg 



CHARACTERS - FLASK 

•  Third mate of the Pequod 

•  Native of Tisbury on Martha’s Vineyard 

•  Short and stocky 

•  Confrontational attitude 

•  No reverence for anything 

•  Has the nickname “King Post” 



CHARACTERS - DAGGOO 

•  Flask’s harpooner 

•  Physically enormous, imperious-looking African 

•  He stowed away on a whaling ship that stopped near his home 



CHARACTERS - PIP 

•  Cabin boy 

•  Young black boy 

•  Minimal role in the beginning 

•  Becomes important when he goes insane after being left to drift alone in the sea for some 
time 

•  Like the fools in Shakespeare’s plays, he is half idiot and half prophet, often perceiving things 
that others don’t 



CHARACTERS - FEDALLAH 

•  Strange “oriental” old Parsee (Persian fire-worshipper) 

•  An almost supernaturally skilled hunter 

•  Serves as a prophet to Ahab 



CHARACTERS - PELEG 

•  Well to-do retired whaleman of Nantucket 

•  A Quaker 

•  One of the principal owners of the Pequod 



CHARACTERS - BILDAD 

•  Well to-do ex-whaleman from Nantucket 

•  Also a Quaker 

•  Owns a share of the Pequod 



CHARACTERS – FATHER MAPPLE 

•  Former whaleman 

•  The preacher in the New Bedford Whaleman’s Chapel 

•  Delivers a sermon on Jonah and the whale 

•  An example of someone whose trials have led him toward God rather than bitterness or 
revenge 



CHARACTERS – CAPTAIN BOOMER 

•  Jovial captain of the English whaling ship the Samuel Enderby 

•  Lost his arm due to Moby Dick 

•  Sees further pursuit of the whale as madness 



CHARACTERS - GABRIEL 

•  A sailor aboard the Jeroboam 

•  Part of a Shaker sect 

•  Has prophesied that Moby Dick is the incarnation of the Shaker god and that any attempts to 
harm him will result in disaster 



IN THE HEART OF THE SEA 

•  20 minutes 



READING HOMEWORK 

MOBY DICK 

•  Chapters 1-47 

WORDS OF DELIGHT 

•  none 



ENGRADE HOMEWORK 

•  none 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

•  Complete 2 separate Blank Plot Diagrams.   

•  One for the book, Moby Dick, the other for the movie, In the Heart of the Sea 

•  Each plot diagram may have a different protagonist, conflict, climax, and theme.  Pay close 
attention to both works. 

•  Due April 26, 2017! 

 


