
2017 – 2018 NAVIGATOR’S GUIDE 
 

 



 



 

 

 

 

Dear Students and Families, 

 

 

 We are very excited to welcome you to the 2017-2018 acedemic year. 
Our goal is to give you high quality learning experiences with Christ-
centered teaching. In this guide you will find the information you need 
in order to help the year run smoothly. Both new and returning students 
need to review this information. 

 

 Commitment and dedication are expected from our students and their 
parents. We ask that you take your classes seriously and respect your 
instructors, administrators, and fellow students. The more effort you put 
into your studies, the more you will gain. 
 

 Please read this guide carefully and refer to it throughout the year if 
needed. If you have any further questions that are not addressed in this 
handbook, please contact any of your teachers, or send an email to 
office@questforeducationandarts.com 

 

 

                                                     The Quest Leadership Team 
 



What is Quest for Education and Arts? 

 Quest for Education and Arts is a non-profit organization that focuses on teaching 
various subjects to Southern Arizona students. 

 Our goal is to honor the Lord by teaching students the fundamentals of 
apologetics. We want students to learn how to stand firm in their faith, share the 
gospel with the academic and artistic communities and articulately express why 
they believe what they do. 

What is parent directed education? This puts the parent in charge in charge of 
their child’s education whether they are homeschooled, unschooled, private 
schooled, or public schooled. This gives freedom to students to learn and grow in 
the ways that work best for them and their families. 

Mission Quest for Education and Arts provides unique and experiential 
education opportunities through collaboration with community experts and use 
of emerging technology to offer the best possible training for every student. 

Vision Quest is the future of innovation in providing top quality individualized 
education to all students. 

Philosophy Education must be enjoyed so that it is remembered and becomes 
an integral part of who the student is. Fun Theory, the art of learning through 
entertaining, hands on experiences framed in biblical principles, provides the best 
possible opportunities for discovering truth, long term retention and useful 
application of knowledge. 

 

 We are a 501-C3 so all donations for general support of our programs 
are tax deductible.  

 

 



How is Quest Funded to Date? 

Government Grants: 0% 

Organizational Grants: 0% 

Donations from individuals: 87.5% 

Snack bar sales and other sales: 1% 

Fees and charges for events: 1% 

Fundraising: 10.5% 

 

What is the Cost of Quest? 

For comparison we have included the cost estimates* for a level 1 high school 
chemistry class or 2 semesters of a 4 credit college level chemistry class. These 
costs represent ONE YEAR (two semesters) of class. 

 

Pima Community College      $625/per class/per year 

University of Arizona       $6639/per class/per year 

Pusch Ridge Christian Academy      $1753/per class/per year 

Desert Christian School       $1663/per class/per year 

The Potters School (online)      $488/per class/per year 

Veritas Academy       $1030/per class/per year 

Veritas Press (online)       $699/per class/per year 

K-12 (online)        $1556/per class/per year 

Quest for Education and Arts      $435/per class/per year  

*all estimates obtained through public media 



Building Security Fund 

Quest for Education and Arts has grown tremendously in 10-year to the 
point that we needed to secure a school type building for our activities 
and the safety of our students. With that comes greater financial 
responsibility. Our rent in this facility is $4,000 per year or $48,000 per 
year with an additional $4,000 for damage deposit. 

Romans 13:7  
Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are 
owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom 
respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 
To ensure we meet our obligations for rent, we are asking that each 
family who participates makes a minimum donation of $23 per month if 
paid out over 12 months or $29 per month if paid out over 9 months of 
the school year in order to make sure we meet our obligation to the 
church to pay the rent.     
 
This payment can be made online, through in person donations, or 
mailed to the address on the Quest website.  It should be made at the 
end of each month in order to assure we will have the funds to pay the 
rent at the beginning of each month. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+13%3A7&version=ESV
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The Future of Quest 

We have a 3-fold vision for Quest for Education and Arts. 
 

1. We are working to develop new and creative ways to get families, especially kids, into 
God's word daily.   We want them the build a relationship with Christ, not religious 
rituals. 

 
2. We want to bring technology into education to expand our hands-on approach to 

teaching.  The purchase and use of interactive white boards, virtual reality, and live 
experts is critical to training kids to live in the coming decades. 

 
3. It is our goal to build a Christian Community Center where the gospel is always present 

and Christ is always at the center of our activities.   
 
 This building will contain the following amenities: 
 
a) A beautiful sanctuary to be used as a church incubator.  Weddings, memorials, graduations, 
and other events can be held here. 
 
b) An incubator for young entrepreneurs to begin a new business. 
 
c) A set of classrooms that will be home to Quest for Education and Arts but will also be 
available to other home school groups to utilize. 
 
d) A performing arts center containing a theater, 2 dance studios for training Christian praise 
teams, Visual arts classrooms and a pottery studio, an orchestra and Choral rehearsal room, at 
least 7 music studios for private lessons and 2 larger practice rooms for ensembles and 
chamber performances. 
 
e) A store to support the center. 
 
f) An office area. 
 
g) An indoor/outdoor café. 
 
8) A professional kitchen for preparation of food for the cafe and events that are held there. 
 
 



h) Fully staffed science research labs for middle, high school, and college students to pursue 
research in a Christ centered environment.   Classrooms will be contained in this area to 
encourage hands on teaching of science. 
i) There will be a child activity center containing different areas for preschool, elementary, and 
a hangout for teens.  This will include a wading pool and splash pad as well as an area for fort 
building and creative exploration.   We envision this as having many playhouses from different 
countries. 
 
j) There will be a greenhouse and community garden.   Farmers markets will be run on the 
property and fresh food will be donated to the food bank. 
 
k) There will be sports fields for soccer and baseball, tennis courts, and a swimming pool to 
support Christian sports teams.  There will be a club house for education and meetings such as 
fellowship of Christian athletes and others. 
 
We are actively working to get funding for these things and hope they become a reality with the 
next few years. Your donations and support are INTEGRAL to the success of Quest. 
 
 



Quest Rules 

Romans 13:1 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 

At Quest we make every effort to keep the rules as few as possible in order to make them easy to 
remember.   Our ultimate authority is God, not man and so His rules are our rules. 

1) All people on campus are to be treated with kindness and respect.   Gossip WILL NOT be
tolerated in any form. No foul language will be heard on campus.   Extreme disrespect of anyone
at any Quest event will necessitate immediate conference with Dr. Thai and the parents will be
called to remove the student.   Expulsion is a possibility.

2) A student shall not possess or use firearms, explosives, fireworks, or any other instrument
capable of harming any person or property or reasonably susceptible of creating the impression
of such harm. Pocket knives are permitted on campus but must be used responsibly and for
their intended purposes. Irresponsible use or threatening of people on campus is prohibited and
will result in confiscation and possible suspension and expulsion.

3) Violence toward anyone or anything will not be tolerated at any time for any reason.
Defacement of church or Quest property or fighting will result in immediate consultation with
the parents. Assignment of a minimum of 10 hours of volunteer time will be made to institute
restitution to the church and Quest for property repair.   The families will be responsible for
paying any costs for repairs.  Fighting will result in at least 20 hours of volunteer time being
assigned to each person involved in the fight and at least 10 of the hours will require the parties
involved work together side by side.  Parents may be required to transport the students to the
assigned volunteer time until it is complete.

4) Electronics are allowed in classrooms for class use only as directed by the instructor.   No
texting, calling, internet searching, watching of videos or sporting events or other non- academic
behavior will be tolerated during class time.   Use of the church internet for malicious or
pornographic intent will result in immediate expulsion.

5) The printer is for administrative and faculty use. Students may only use the Quest printer if they
were unable to print assignments from home. The printer is not to be used for printing large
amounts of material, only what is needed. YOU MUST PAY FOR YOUR COPIES.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+13%3A1&version=ESV


6) Sports balls are the only outdoor play item permitted on campus. No pogo sticks, scooters,
skateboards, etc. Running in hallways is prohibited.

7) Do not walk on flowers or other landscaped areas of the property. Do not walk on the rocks
near the basketball court.

8) The nursery is to be left cleaner than you found it and all persons using the nursery must read
and sign a nursery contract.

9) Don’t leave a dirty kitchen or microwave when using it for any purpose.   Those leaving a dirty
kitchen will be required to clean the entire kitchen next week before closing time on Wed
afternoon.

10) Keep Personal Displays of Affection (PDA) appropriate and minimal.

11) No pets are allowed on campus unless invited by instructors as part of a lesson plan.

12) Students may not climb fences or wander onto neighboring property.

13) Bathrooms must be left clean. Report any issue to Quest staff.

14) Children on playground must have adult supervision at all times.

15) Do not grab or touch anyone without permission. Many people do not enjoy being touched.

Dress Code 

• We do not maintain a specific dress code nor do we desire to do so.

• Modesty means different things to different families and we do not wish to enter into a debate
over this issue.

• We ask you to dress so that others will be comfortable being around you.

• Do not wear good clothes to class.  Things can spill and ruin your clothes.

• Modest clothing is required or you will be sent home to change. Do not wear shorts, skirts or
dresses that are unreasonably short, shirts that are too revealing when bending over, etc.

• Closed toed shoes are also required to prevent injury. Do not come in sandals to classes that might 
present a hazard if something were to spill on you.

• Specific classes may have additional requirements.



Visitors 

Visitors to the campus will be required to sign in and out at the front desk, and wear the visistor 
badge they are given while they are on campus. This badge is to be returned upon sign out. 
Visitors (including educational presenters) will be monitored by staff, employees, and/or lead 
volunteers during their time on campus. They are not permitted to be left alone with children, 
youth, or vulnerable adults unless the visitor is the child, youth, or vulnerable adult’s parent, 
legal guardian, or approved family member (as noted on the the student’s information form). 

Security 

• No staff member, employee, volunteer or parent/guardian should be alone with a minor 
unless it is his or her own child (e.g. to confront a student, to take disciplinary action, to 
speak privately with, etc). If said situation is unavoidable due to emergency or other 
unavoidable conditions, this person should seek out another staff member, employee, 
or volunteer, to assist with the situation. 

• Students are not permitted to leave campus without permission of the parent or legal 
guardian. 

• All student outings will be chaperoned by the appropreate number of approved 
chaperones. Each student on the outsing must have a permission slip signed by their 
parent or legal guardian. 

• No person is allowed on campus unless they are an enrolled student, parent or legal 
guardian of enrolled student, approved family member, educational presenter, staff 
member, employee, volunteer, or approved visitor. 

• All staff members, employees, and lead volunteers over the age of 18 must have a 
cleared background check on file. 

• The campus is to be monitored by vetted staff members, employees, and volunteers.  
• No volunteer or other who has not ungone a background check will be left alone with 

students. They will be monitored by staff, employees, and/or lead volunteers. 



Calendar 

  There is a calendar and a list of important dates located on the Quest website. 
You are responsible for checking it frequently. We offer many fun events 
throughout the year, which are listed on the website. Some key dates you need to 
know are: 

• June 28th – Homeschooling Through Highschool Seminar
• Sept. 6th – Honor Society Luncheon
• Sept. 8th – Prayer Team Luncheon
• Sept. 8th – Back to School Night
• Sept. 11th – First Day of Classes

***Classes to be held Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday unless
otherwise noted***

• Sept. 22nd – Student Council Welcome Party
• Sept. 22nd – Fall Semester Drop/Add deadline
• Oct. 6th – College Night
• Oct. 23rd – 25th – School Pictures
• Nov. 10th – Fall Gala
• Nov. 20-24th – Thanksgiving Week NO CLASSES
• Nov. 28th – Dance Practice for Winter Formal
• Dec. 1st – Winter Formal
• Dec. 7th & 8th Finals Review Times
• Dec. 8th – Citywide Homeschool Recital
• Dec. 11-13th - FINALS WEEK / End of Semester
• Jan. 8th – Spring Classes Begin
• Jan. 15th – MLK Jr. Day / Freedom Celebration
• Feb. 15th - Science Fair Pre-fair



• Feb. 19th-23rd – Rodeo / Science Fair Week NO CLASSES
• Feb. 20th - 21st – Science Fair AHSEF
• Feb. 23rd – Science Fair Awards
• Mar. 14th – Pi Day – Honor Society Sponsored
• Apr. 4th-6th - AzSEF 2018 (TENTATIVE)
• Apr. 5th – Honor Society Induction
• Apr. 11th – 14th SARSEF 2018
• Apr. 16th-18th – Student Council Elections
• Apr. 19th-20th – Finals Review Days
• Apr. 23rd-25th - Finals / Last Week of Classes
• Apr. 30th-May 4th – Fine Arts Festival 2018
• May 4th – Citywide Homeschool Recital
• May 30th – Graduation Rehearsal & Cap Decorating Party
• May 31st – Baccalaureate & Graduation
• May 13th-18th – ISEF
• May 21st-25th – Creation Celebration
• Jun. 1st - Faculty Luau
• Jun. 6th – Summer Book Sale Opens 

More events and information can be found at 
http://www.questforeducationandarts.com/calendar/ 

We also maintain a Facebook page with information about upcoming events and 
photos. http://www.facebook.com/questforeducationandarts 

http://www.questforeducationandarts.com/calendar/
http://www.facebook.com/questforeducationandarts


Encouraging Homeschooling  
Through Highschool 

We know that homeschooling through Highschool can be difficult, and 
we’re here to help! Join us for a seminar brunch addressing your 
questions and concerns. You will hear from experts including Dr. Ed 
Moody, Ed D – Linda Harrison, U of A Admissions Representative – Dr. 
James Gruhl, MIT – and Local Home Educators. 

 

When: June 28th, 2017 (offered every summer) 
             10:30am – 12:30pm 

Where: Grace Community Church 
               9755 N La Cholla Blvd. Tucson, AZ 85742 

Cost: $20.00 suggested donation per person, at the door 

Childcare will be provided 

 

To RSVP, or if you have questions, please contact Angelica Ewing 
angelicaewing@questforeducationandarts.com or 520.818.8240 

mailto:angelicaewing@questforeducationandarts.com


Back to School Night 

Quest for Education and Arts holds an annual Back to School Night shortly before 
classes begin in the fall. All families are required to attend unless it is not possible. 

Here you will meet your teachers and the Quest staff, as well as get to know your 
fellow students. Your teachers will each have a table where you can meet them 
and learn things relevant to your classes. 

Dinner will be served at the beginning of the event, followed by Chapel, and then 
meet & greet with your teachers. There will be 40+ booths with other teachers, 
student clubs, and highlights of what Quest does. There will also be a volunteer 
job fair where you can sign up to help at events! Volunteering is not mandatory 
but it is strongly encouraged and appreciated! Please volunteer to help with one 
or more events throughout the school year. Volunteer where your talents lie! 

 

Orientation 

All families (new and returning) will be required to have a one-on-one orientation 
with a member of leadership. We have many new policies and procedures in 
place for the 2017-2018 school year. We need to ensure that you are up to date 
and have good understanding of these changes. 

Please visit questforeducationandarts.com to sign up for a time to meet with us 
for orientation. You will receive a tour of the facility (if possible) and the needed 
paperwork upon completion of orientation. 

If you have any questions please email office@questforeducationandarts.com 



Fall Gala 

This event will be a fun-filled evening for families and friends! While 
incredibly talented students and teachers present their God-given 
abilities, guests will be enjoying some delectable appetizers and 
desserts. In addition, there will be a Christmas Market set up so you can 
get a little shopping done and a silent auction (also containing great 
gifts for Christmas). It will be an incredible evening for all ages! 

All students in orchestra and/or advanced music classes are required to 
perform at Fall Gala. 

There is a suggested donation of $20 per person for this event. The 
proceeds (up to $2000.00) will go towards the Wesley Bilodeau 
Scholarship Fund. Anything above and beyond that will go to benefit 
the Quest Music Program Fund.  

 



Arizona Homeschool Science and Engineering Fair 

AHSEF is the largest Homeschool Science and Engineering Fair in the state of Arizona. Our 
students have successfully competed at local, state, regional, national, and international 
science fairs. We reward research & design as well as STEM projects for all homeschool or 
alternatively schooled students. Students who are grades pre-k through 12th may participate. It 
is the only statewide STEM competition available to homeschool students. 

 

Quest does not require its students to compete in Science Fair, but they are strongly 
encouraged to do so. Your Science Fair grade can be used to replace low grades from some 
tests and other projects throughout the year. 

 

Participation in Science Fair will not only encourage self-directed learning, ownership of work, 
critical thinking skills, enhanced decision making, teamwork, study of relevant topics, 
confidence, competence, spirit of scientific inquiry and scientific career choices, it also brings 
glory to our Creator. By studying God’s creation, you can both encourage and strengthen the 
faith of other believers, and minister to those who may not know the Lord through your 
discoveries and interaction with them. 

 

All students attending Quest are encouraged to participate.  
For more information, see the Science Fair tab on the Quest website. 



Fine Arts Festival 

 

This is our event that celebrates the culmination of an academic year’s 
worth of fine arts study. It includes a formal art show, and 
performances by the dance, music, and drama classes. 

We will also offer a World Market and a Living “Wax” Museum during 
the Fine Arts Festival. 

 

All Fine Arts students are required to participate in the festival. Your 
instructor will prepare a showcase of your artwork or photography, or a 
performance if you are taking a dance or music class. Instructors will 
give students all information they need to participate including 
practice, costume fees, etc. 

All Fine Arts students are required to participate unless otherwise 
excused by their instructor. 

There is a $5 performance fee per student. Due March 31st, 2018. 

 

If you have further questions or would like more details, please review 
the Fine Arts Festival page on the Quest website or contact us at 
office@questforeducationandarts.com 
 



Baccalaureate Service 

A Baccalaureate Service is a one-hour worship service honoring and 
blessing the graduating class. Graduates attend in their cap and gown. 
This is a Christian service meant to compliment the Graduation 
Ceremony. In a addition, we will also have a Senior Spotlight area set up 
at the event for students to display things they are passionate about. 
All graduating Seniors are encouraged to participate. More information 
and a sign up form is available on the Quest website. A sign up form will 
be included in your paperwork upon request. Please encourage your 
Senior students to participate. An Alumni and Senior webpage is 
displayed on questforeducationandarts.com 

Graduation 

In addition to our Baccalaureate Service, we also offer a Graduation 
Ceremony for our students do not have another venue to graduate 
through. If you have students in this situation, please contact Zoe 
Boone zoeboone@questforeducationandarts.com for information 
about graduating through Quest. 



Creation Celebration 2018 

What is the Creation Celebration? 

The Creation Celebration is a week-long event we hold every two years. During 
this week the students participate in classes, science labs, crafts, snacks and 
games all centered around God's creation! We choose a new theme for each 
Celebration and this year's theme is Your Questions Answered. We have about 
200 kids from preschool through high school participating each year. 

Each day starts with worship/praise singing as a group while everyone arrives. 
Students then break into their groups with their leaders and follow through to the 
various activities and stations planned for each day. Then we end with worship 
again in the sanctuary for singing and closing prayers. We go from 9am-12:30pm 
(approx.) each day for the K-6th grade students and 12:15-4:30pm for the 7th-
12th grade students. 

This year's event will be happening the week of May 21st – 25th, 2018. 

This is a huge event that needs lots of volunteers! A list and sign-up will be posted 
in the spring so keep watch for announcements. 

More information as well as sign up can be found at 
http://www.questforeducationandarts.com/creation-celebration/ 

 

 

 

 

 

!!! DON’T FORGET TO SUBMIT YOUR QUESTIONS FOR THIS YEAR’S THEME !!! 

http://www.questforeducationandarts.com/creation-celebration/


Fundraisers 

Fundraisers are crucial to our organization. We expect every student, family, and 
faculty member to participate whenever possible. Here is a list of some of the 
fundraisers we regularly hold. The list changes constantly so please stay posted. 

 

T-Shirt Fundraiser 
Each school year we have designed this contest/fundraiser to bring the student body together.  Let your students 
know the contest is for the winning design on our Quest t-shirt. Winners are selected by the Quest staff, 1 Student 
Council member and 1 Honor Society member based on the design best representing Quest. For more info talk 
with Angelica Ewing. 
 
Fall LulaRoe Fashion Show 
This fundraiser is designed for some fun girl time.  Mother/daughter/friends get together to view and purchase fun 
modest clothing and helping Quest.  Details will be given closer to the date.  Approximately $10 of each item 
purchased goes to Quest.  For more info talk with Angelica Ewing. 
 
Mister Car Wash 
Sunshine and desert living brings beauty and dirty cars...who wouldn't like to have their car easily cleaned. This 
fundraiser is very easy to sell.  Express Wash is $5.  Full Wash is $10.  Quest gets half of the proceeds.  For more 
info talk with Angelica Ewing. 
 
Jim Click Millions for Tucson Raffle 
Fundraising made easy with this fundraiser. 1st Place Drawing - 2017 Ford Expedition Titanium, 2nd Place Drawing 
- 2 Tickets anywhere in the world, 
3rd Place Drawing - $5,000 Cash.  Winners are drawn in December.  Tickets sell 1 for $25 or 5 for $100.  Quest 
keeps 100% of the proceeds.  For more info talk with Angelica Ewing. 
 
Fundraising Letter 
Allowing our students to communicate with friends and family, this fundraiser gives a more personal approach to 
helping Quest.  A bio is written by the student and their family communicating their involvement in Quest.  For 
more info, talk with Sarah Molinari. 
 
Book Sale 
During the summer we have an ongoing book sale held in Dr. Thai’s garage. During the school year we will have a 
book table near the front desk with curriculum, books, CDs, DVDs, educational toys, etc. that are available to take 
for reasonable donation. If you have items to donate, bring them to Dr. Thai’s home during the summer, or drop 
them off with administration during the school year. 



Crowdfunding 

 

In addition to our group fundraising options, we offer 
crowdfunding for individual families through Catalyst 
Crowdfunding. For our families who are unable to meet the 
suggested donations, we encourage you to join in! You will be 
able to create a family page with bios from you and your children. 
This page can be shared on social media and email with family 
and friends who can follow your link and donate to help support 
your children in their classes at Quest! If you would like to set up 
a page, please email philiprose@questforeducationandarts.com  

mailto:philiprose@questforeducationandarts.com


Community Service 

Throughout the year we offer several opportunities to help our community and Quest family. There are 
more being added all the time, so please stay tuned to your announcements. 

 

Thanksgiving Food Basket – 

   Help families in need by preparing a basket of Thanksgiving food items. This basket (or single item 
donations can be turned in to Zoe at the front desk during the two weeks preceding Thanksgiving. 

Angel Tree – 

   During the Christmas Season, we set up a small Christmas tree covered in gift tags. If you are able, we 
ask that you select one (or more) of these tags and buy a Christmas gift for the child listed on it. It will 
have all the information about the child’s name, age, and interests. We suggest spending an average of 
$20.00 per child. This is a wonderful blessing to the children in our community, and you, the giver. Gifts 
must be appropriate and new. More information will be made available in December along with the 
deadline for turning in your gifts. 

Adopt a Family – 

   Every Christmas we offer the opportunity for our members to adopt a family in need and bless them 
with everything they need for a joyful Christmas celebration. If you would like to adopt a family, please 
contact administration. 

Lent/Prayer Tree – 

   During the season of Lent, we will have a tree set up with small tags. If you have a prayer request, 
please write it and leave it on the tree, then take a request off of the tree and commit to pray for that 
person’s request during Lent. 

Easter Basket – 

   Please join us in celebrating the Easter Season. We asked that you prepare an Easter Basket for a child 
in the community. It can include small stuffed toys, candy, coloring books, Bible stories, etc. Please turn 
baskets in to the front desk during the two weeks preceding Easter Sunday. 

 



Student Clubs 

Odyssey of the Mind –  

Odyssey of the Mind is an international educational program that provides creative problem-solving 
opportunities for students from kindergarten through college. Team members apply their creativity to 
solve problems that range from building mechanical devices to presenting their own interpretation of 
literary classics. They then bring their solutions to competition on the local, state, and World level. 
Thousands of teams from throughout the U.S. and from about 25 other countries participate in the 
program. For more information, check out the website: https://www.odysseyofthemind.com/p/ 

Quest currently has two classes dedicated to their Odyssey teams: A K-5 class and a 6-8 middle school 
class. Check them out on the schedule and if you have any questions feel free to contact the 
teacher/coach: Ginger Maghran at gingerm@cheerful.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chess Club – 

If you love to play chess, or would like to learn the game, the Quest for Education and Arts Chess Club is 
the place for you! Join fellow students and community members for friendly competition, learning, 
sportsmanship, practice, and fun! All ages and skill levels are welcome! Meeting times will vary 
depending on the needs of the group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gingerm@cheerful.com


Yearbook / Newspaper Club – 

If you have a passion for videography, writing, or photojournalism, we highly encourage you to join the 
Quest Yearbook / Newspaper Club! Write articles, conduct interviews, and take photos for the Quest for 
Education and Arts Quarterly Newspaper. In addition, you will also take photos of classes and students 
all year, and at the end of the spring semester, work with your fellow club members to edit and compile 
the Quest Yearbook. This club is open to 6-12th grade students. Meeting times will vary, you will report 
to the club leader with completed articles, etc., when they are finished.  Great way to get a fun English 
credit. 

 

 

 

 

Hiking & Mountain Biking Club – 

Several Times throughout the year (primarily on weekends) the Quest Hiking & Mountain Biking Club 
will organize group hiking or biking trips to some of the most beautiful and scenic locations in Southern 
Arizona. There will be outings for all difficulty levels, from very easy (paved trails) to difficult.  

 

 

 

 

Tennis team–  

Come join a team, make new friends, get active, and have fun! Two teams are available to join, middle 
school and high school. All skill levels welcome including beginners all the way through advanced 
players.  You can still play for more than 1 team if you are already playing for another school! The Quest 
Tennis team will meet twice during the week for practice on Mondays and Thursdays from 3 – 4:30 
starting Oct 16 thru Thanksgiving and on Sat from 8am to 10 am starting Sept 16th all semester to keep 
your game up and improve your skills.   We will periodically participate in tournaments during the fall 
and spring seasons. Coaching provided! Contact Greg Cooke at 
gregcooke@questforeducationandarts.com for more information and to join. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/file:newspaper_nicu_buculei_01.svg
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Rocketry and Ballooning Flight Club –  

Love to shoot model rockets?   Curious about weather balloons and other flying objects?   Then rocketry 
and ballooning is the answer.   Come join us for a great experience and learn the logistics of these areas 
of flight.   Get your hands on these great devices and have a change to launch them yourselves.   Club 
will meet at various times and in different locations depending on the activity and the availability of club 
members.   Meetings will occur every 4-6 weeks during the school year.  Available for elementary – high 
school and activities will be divided according to club member ages. 

 

 

 

Pumpkin Toss Team –  

The Tucson Pumpkin Toss holds a hurling competition every Fall on the University of Arizona Mall, using 
different types of catapults to throw pumpkins for distance and accuracy.   Schools from all over Tucson 
and the surrounding communities design, build and compete against each other. 

The competition is on a sabbatical this year, but our team is designing a building a brand-new machine.   
If you love designing and engineering devices that can throw things far and accurately, this is a really fun 
opportunity for you.    If you would like to be part of this club you will be responsible for helping to 
design/redesign and build a catapult or trebuchet that will be used in the competition in 2018. 

This club/team will be mentored by Leigh & Kurt Elkins. Meetings will most likely occur at their home. 
Contact Leigh Elkins at leighelkins@questforeducationandarts.com. 

 

 

mailto:leighelkins@questforeducationandarts.com


Grading Policy 

All final grades are given by the parent.  Points are awarded 
and distributed to the parent by the instructor for the following: 
 

Class Attendance  
1) Each class is worth a set number of points.  Students are required to attend 
each class session. 

2) All points are to be awarded if the student is on time.  If they are more than 5 
min. late, they will receive half of those points.  They are not be penalized if the 
instructor starts class late. 

3) No points will be awarded if you miss class unless you have an excused 
absence.  Excused absences are those that are preapproved for family activities or 
illness.  In the event of an excused absence, they are to receive all attendance 
points.  You must notify the instructor in writing ahead of time in order to receive 
an excused absence. 

Assignments 
1) Points can be earned in whatever method your instructor chooses for class, 

including tests, quizzes, homework, extra credit, etc. 
2) Assignments that are turned in over one week late without an extension 

will result in a zero for said assignment. 

 

Conduct and Participation 
1) Each student will receive conduct points for each day of class attendance.  
Points will be awarded for appropriate, safe, and respectful behavior.  Unsafe 
practices with chemicals, horse play, and any inappropriate class disruptions will 
result in fewer points being awarded. 



 

Letter Grades 
The number of points you earned in this class will be provided for the parents to 
give a letter grade.  We are not officially a school so by Arizona state law we are 
not allowed to give letter grades. 

WE DO NOT PROVIDE TRANSCRIPTS –  
they must be prepared and provided by the parent. 

 

Engrade Pro 

EngradePro is the online grading system used by Quest faculty. This program 
allows teachers to log all student grades and create quizzes and tests for their 
classes. It is also accessible by students so that you can keep track of your 
grades and assignments. Teachers are required to enter their student’s 
participation, attendance, and assignment scores each week FOR MIDDLE AND 
HIGH SCHOOL.  Elementary only tracks attendance. 

Teachers are required to keep this updated on a weekly basis. You will receive 
your login and password before classes begin. IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO 
STAY UP TO DATE ON YOUR GRADES USING ENGRADEPRO. STUDENTS AND 
PARENTS ARE REQUIRED TO MAKE ACCOUNTS AND LOG IN ONCE PER WEEK. 

Tests or quizzes administered through EngradePro, will be available to 
students less than 24 hours after they are assigned. 



Drop/Add Policy 

The first two weeks of classes, starting in September each year, are open for 
students to drop or add them. It is meant to be a trial period for students and 
families to see if a class is the right fit. ** 

Add: If the class(es) you are offering will be open, students can join at any time. 
You can also restrict late additions to instructor approval. 

Drop: After the two-week deadline is up, anyone deciding to drop a class will be 
required to pay a $100 fee per student and per class. Failure to pay this fee will 
limit participation in Quest activities until the fee is payed. 

**The add policy may also apply to the first two weeks in January depending on 
class availability. 

Instructors MUST report students that have been missing multiple classes. 

Audit Policy 

Any student auditing a class is expected to attend classes as arranged by the 
instructor, to be timely in their attendance and to avoid disrupting the class by 
coming in during the middle of a class, and participate in all course activities. 
Testing and grading services will not be offered. The person will be kept on the 
EngradePro enrollment to monitor attendance. 

Supplies must be purchased (if applicable) in order for them to participate and the 
instructor must be paid for said supplies. An auditor is not permitted to take an 
advanced placement examination or credit examination on work audited (if 
applicable).  Any auditor who is unable to comply with these requirements may 
be asked to leave the class and pay the drop fee. A sample audit form has been 
included in your packet. 
 



Expectations 

We hold both our faculty and students alike to a high standard of expectations. As follows are 
our outline for such expectations. 

Student Expectations 
• Students are expected to attend all class sessions and complete all required 

assignments. 
 

• Students must sign and adhere to the Quest Rules. 
 

• We DO NOT tolerate any kind of cheating or plagiarism. 
http://www.plagiarismchecker.com/ and http://www.plagtracker.com/ are valuable 
resources to check your work. 
 

• We do not allow the use of copyrighted material for ANY reason. 
 

• Respectful behavior is mandatory. Students are not to disrespect instructors, peers, or 
staff in any way. 
 

• No cell phones are to be used in class unless directed by the instructor. 
 

• Talking and other disruptive behavior is prohibited. 
 

• We do not have a dress code. It is up to parents how their children will dress. However, 
clothing is to be appropriate and non-distracting. If they are in violation, they must 
change. 
 

• Students are to be quiet and respectful of their surroundings. Instructors and staff have 
the right to ask students who are being loud or disruptive near classroom or study areas 
to leave. 
 

• Students are to clean up after themselves ALWAYS. Instructs have the right to make 
students clean up their messes. 
 

http://www.plagiarismchecker.com/
http://www.plagtracker.com/


Student-Teacher Communication 

• Quest Email - 
   All faculty is assigned a Quest email. If you need to reach your teachers for any reason, 
please contact them here. Their address will be (example: 
FirstnameLastname@questforeducationandarts.com). We also recommend utilizing the 
blank contact sheets in the back of this guide to keep track of instructor information. 
 

• Remind App –  
   Starting in Fall 2017 we will be setting up a Remind App account for Quest. Each 
instructor may manage their own class within the app to help ease communication with 
their students / parents. We will also be using this app to help with communication 
amongst all of Quest. 
 

• Class Webpage – 
   Each class will be assigned a webpage. This is where assignments, extra credit, lesson 
re-cap, announcements, contact information, and other information relative to your 
student’s success will be posted. It is IMPERATIVE that you check this page on a WEEKLY 
basis. For those of you who are returning, this will be replacing the “yellow box”. 
 

• Physical Teacher Mailbox – 
   We maintain a mailbox system for faculty located near the front desk. You may leave 
messages for your teachers and Quest staff members through this system. 
 

• Student / Parent / Teacher Conference – 
   A student / parent / teacher conference will be held once per semester. You and your 
student will be required to meet with each of your student’s teachers to discuss the 
student’s progress and performance in the class.  

mailto:FirstnameLastname@questforeducationandarts.com


Additional Information 

• Quest Website -
Our website has a wealth of information to help you on your journey with us. Here you can

find the calendar, library, contact information, events, sign ups, blank forms, and much more.
Please refer to it WEEKLY in order to stay up to date on current events and information.
www.questforeducationandarts.com

• Community Message Board -
On the Quest website there is a message board for our members. Please use this to share

ideas, information, and other Quest related fun! All posts must be approved for appropriate
content. NO political posting, spam, etc. Keep it related to Quest!

• Tutoring -
Quest offers tutoring through our Tutoring Center which is run by the Honors Society. In addition to the

Honors Society students, we also have several college students and teachers who tutor in our center. Our
rates are $15 per hour, which we use to reimburse our tutors. We offer help in almost any subject. We
encourage any student who is struggling with their studies to seek help at the center.
http://www.questforeducationandarts.com/tutoring-center/

• Theme Days –
Throughout the year we will have several “theme” days at Quest. All students and teachers are

encouraged to participate. Keep an eye on the calendar for dates and information on what to
wear and bring on these days. Theme days will be sponsored by the Quest for Education and
Arts Student Council.

• Teaching Assistants -
Students have the opportunity to volunteer their time and efforts to help assist instructors in

their classes. You may assist in classes you attend, or in other classes if the teacher requests
help. You will be required to attend every class session unless you have an excused absence.
This is not a payed position. Please email office@questforeducationandarts.com for more
information.

• Work Study -
Both students and their parents have the opportunity to assist Quest faculty and staff with

various tasks. Compensation for their work will be provided in the form of waived tuition
donation fees. If you would like more information on the amount of commitment, and
compensation you will receive, please email office@questforeducationandarts.com .

• Quest Connects -
Quest Connects is our community outreach show that we hold monthly. All students in music

http://www.questforeducationandarts.com/
http://www.questforeducationandarts.com/tutoring-center/
mailto:office@questforeducationandarts.com
mailto:office@questforeducationandarts.com


and/or dance classes will be required to participate at least once per year, but more is strongly 
encouraged. We perform at nursing homes, assisted living facilities, community centers, and 
more. If you would like more information please contact Amy Stahlman  
amystahlman@questforeducationandarts.com . ALL members of Quest are encouraged to 
perform. 

• Academic Advising & College Prep -
If you are in need of assistance choosing classes at Quest that will be rigorous enough to

prepare for college, or advice regarding college selection, etc. please contact our academic
advisor Ginger Maghran gingermaghran@questforeducationandarts.com . She would be more
than happy to schedule an appointment with you to work through any questions you may have.

• Homeschool Mentors -
If you are struggling or need advice in your homeschool journey, please reach out to

mentors@questforeducationandarts.com . Our excellent mentors would be more thank happy
to assist you! 

• Birthday Club -
We love to celebrate our students at Quest! One of the ways we like to do this is through our 
Birthday Club. Every student will receive a Birthday card along with a coupon for a free snack bar 
item during their birth month.

• Standardize Testing -
We do not provide standardized testing, but we have many resources for online testing options 
that are very affordable. Students can register for the SAT, PSAT, and ACT tests online while 
attending locally. Testing sign up deadlines and testing dates will be posted when confirmed. If 
you have any questions or would like more information, please contact
office@questforeducationandarts.com

• School Pictures –
In the Fall, we offer school portraits for one week. If you choose to have your child’s photo taken, 
you will have the opportunity to purchase prints.

• Graduating with Emphasis - 
On the following pages you will be provided with a guide on how to graduate with emphasis in a 
specific subject. We highly encourage all students in, and nearing highschool to carefully consider 
this. Email zoeboone@questforeducationandarts.com if you would like to participate in this 
exciting program. 

mailto:amystahlman@questforeducationandarts.com
mailto:gingermaghran@questforeducationandarts.com
mailto:mentors@questforeducationandarts.com
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Graduation with an Emphasis in Various Disciplines 
Available to those students who have participated in Quest for Education and Arts during high school and choose to 
participate in the Quest Baccalaureate and / or graduation ceremonies.   These are the requirements as set forth by 
Quest for Education and Arts and exist to show that the student has taken concentrated studies in these areas and has 
excelled in each discipline in which a cord is awarded.  Please note the medallions require much more contribution to 
the discipline in order to be awarded.   The value of graduation with an emphasis in one or more areas comes through 
awards and scholarships at colleges, higher acceptance rates in honors colleges and greater rates of ability to pass CLEP 
and AP exams for college credit.    Additionally, employers recognize graduates who have maintained a core focus 
throughout high school and will occasionally count this as work credit and experience when considering employment.  
We encourage all high school students to make an effort to graduate with an emphasis in an area they enjoy and want 
to purse as a career. 

 

 

Emphasis in Mathematics – Red Cord 
� Completion of Higher Level mathematics courses including all of the following: 

o Algebra II 
o Precalculus / Trigonometry 
o Calculus 1-2 
o Calculus 2-3 

 
� Maintenance of a 3.5 GPA or higher in these courses 
� Courses not taken at Quest require a petition process to be accepted in place of those listed. 
� 10 hours of volunteer math tutoring over the course of 4 years of high school. 
� One required course can be replaced by completion of a mathematics based research project that either results in 

publication or presentation at a juried research event. 
� Additional honors medallions will be awarded to students to do any of the following: 

o  who excel (GPA 4.0 with good written and oral communications skills) and become a student instructor in 
mathematics prior to graduation. 

o Complete Calculus AP exam AB or CB with a score of 4 or 5. 

 

Emphasis in Sciences – Royal Blue Cord 
� Completion of 4 years of Science Courses, 2 of which must be honors level.   Qualifying courses include: 

o College Bound Chemistry 
o College Bound Physics 
o College Bound Biology – plant and animal emphasis 
o Physical Science 
o Marine Biology 
o Zoology 
o Nutrition 
o Engineering 
o Networking 
o Programming 
o Honors Inorganic Chemistry 
o Honors Organic Chemistry 
o Honors Medical Biology 



o Honors Planetary Science and Astronomy 
� Maintenance of a 3.5 GPA or higher in these courses. 
� 10 hours of volunteer science tutoring over the course of 4 years of high school. 
� Must participate in Science Fair with a completed project 2 of the 4 years in high school. 
� Additional honors medallions are awarded for any of the following: 

o Student TA or summer apprentice in any of the high school classes. 
o Excelling student who becomes a student instructor in any science class prior to graduation. 
o Publication of a scientific article or participation in the state level or higher science competitions. 
o Completion of 6 or more of the required courses  
o Completion of science based AP exams with 4 or 5 or passing of CLEP exams with scores above 90%. 

 

Emphasis in Health Care Disciplines – Forest Green Cord    
� Completion of the following courses – must include a minimum of 1 elective and 3 core 

For 2018 graduates, 1 electives will be accepted in place of the 3rd core class. 
� Animal Sciences – pre vet (Elective) 
� Marine Biology (Elective) 
� Life Sciences (Elective) 
� Zoology (Elective) 
� Nutrition (Elective) 
� Psychology (Elective) 
� College Bound Biology - Required core 
� Honors Health Care Biology – Required core 
� History of Medicine and disciplines in health care – Required core starting in 2019 

� Maintenance of at least a 3.5 GPA in all of these courses. 
� Courses not taken at Quest require a petition process to be accepted in place of those listed. 
� Completion of 40 hours of internship over 4 years of high school either in animal medicine or health sciences. 
� Completion of a research project in health care 2 of the 4 years of high school.   Can be an ongoing project over the 2 years.   

Must either result in publications or be presented at a juried event such as a science fair or a medical conference. 
� Additional honors medallions will be awarded for any of the following: 

� Excelling student who becomes a student instructor in medical science classes prior to graduation. 
� Student TA or summer apprentice 
� Volunteer Services at the Red Cross or Indigent Health Care Clinics 

 

Emphasis in Music – Apricot cord 
� Completion of the following courses –  

o Orchestra or ensemble participation – for all 4 years of high school 
o Music instruction in any instrument – all 4 years of high school 
o Completion of at least 2 years of music composition or music theory classes during high school. 

� Maintenance of at least a 3.5 GPA for all required classes. 
� Courses not taken at Quest require a petition process to be accepted in place of those listed. 
� Participation in a minimum of 4 community outreach events over the course of 4 high school years.   Quest connects, Fall 

Gala or other documented events count toward this requirement.   Participation in Fine Arts Fest does not count because 
that is a required event.  Events where the participant receives payment for services also DO NOT count. 

� Performance of at least 4 solo pieces by memory over the course of 4 years is required.   Participation in Fine Arts festival 
CAN meet this requirement. 

� Additional honors medallions will be awarded for any of the following: 
� Students who elect to participate in competitions. 
� Students who write and publish one or more musical scores. 



� Students who serve as concertmaster or principle players for their sections in any orchestra anytime during their 
high school career. 

� Students who commit to forming their own ensemble group, turn in evidence of regular practice meetings and at 
least 3 performances during a 12-month period. 

� Exceling student who becomes a student instructor prior to graduation. 

 

Emphasis in Visual Arts – Lavender Cord 
� Completion of at least 6 of the following courses – (We will allow demonstration of proficiency in an area if a 

class has not been taken through Quest) 
� ArtCetra 6-12 
� Teen / Adult Drawing 
� Art History 
� 3D Art 
� Mosaics – coming to Quest in 2018 – 2019 
� Pottery – coming to Quest in 2018 – 2019 
� Film making  
� Graphic Design 
� Photography 
� Advanced photography and digital arts 
� Medieval Painting  
� Illuminated art and calligraphy 
� Illuminated Bible Artwork 
� Photoshop 
� Acrylics 
� Water colors – offered previously and will be offered again 
� Oil painting – future Quest Class 
� Costuming for drama – coming to Quest in 2018 – 2019 
� Sewing and Quilting – coming to Quest in 2018 - 2019 

� Maintenance of at least a 3.5 GPA for all required classes. 
� Courses not taken at Quest require a petition process to be accepted in place of those listed. 
� Participation in art activities must occur during all 4 years of high school. 
� Demonstration of high proficiency as determined by the Quest art faculty in at least 2 areas of visual arts 

� Sculpting 
� Drawing – different mediums can count as the 2 areas. 
� Painting 
� Digital arts 
� Film making 
� Photography 

� Creation of an art piece to be given to a charitable organization for their use or to assist them through auction. 
� Production of a formal art show displaying art pieces done by the individual student once during high school.   A few 

collaborative pieces will be allowed but the majority of the show must be pieces created by the individual.   This can be 
planned and displayed as a portion of the senior spotlight during baccalaureate and qualify for this requirement. 

� Additional honors medallions will be awarded for any of the following: 
� Students who elect to participate in competitions. 
� Students who publish any art pieces. 
� Students who do additional charitable art work for organizations amounting to at least 40 hours or more over the 

course of 4 years of high school. 
� Excelling students who serve as student instructors for art classes prior to graduation. 

 



Emphasis in Dance / Physical Education – Deep Purple Cord 
� Completion to an advanced level of at least 2 areas consisting of the following courses – (We will allow demonstration of 

proficiency in an area if a class has not been taken through Quest) 
� Tap I 
� Tap II  
� Tap III 
� Advanced Tap 
� Beginning Classical Ballet 
� Intermediate Classical Ballet 
� Advanced Classical Ballet 
� Pointe 
� Irish Dance 
� Ballet Folklorico 
� Rhythmic Gymnastics 
� Acrobatics 
� Stretch and Strength 
� Jazz / Lyrical  
� Choreography 

 
� Drama 

 
� Tennis Team 
� Swim team – coming to quest in the future 
� Soccer team – coming to quest in the future 
� Football team – must be completed outside Quest 
� Baseball / Softball team – must be completed outside Quest 
� Karate 

� Each sport must be taken all 4 years of high school unless combined with another sport or dance. 
� Maintenance of at least a 3.5 GPA for all required classes where a grade is given. 
� Courses not taken at Quest require a petition process to be accepted in place of those listed. 
� No more than 2 excused absences per class or per team practice per semester.  No unexcused absences will be tolerated 

for any of the 4 years of high school.   Any unexcused absence will result in negation of the ability to graduate with a cord. 
� Demonstration of high proficiency as determined by the Quest dance faculty or coach of the chosen sport.   A letter of merit 

describing the proficiency and commitment from the teacher or coach will be required if the activity has been completed 
through another organization. 

� Karate must have advanced sufficiently to have achieved at least 6 belt advancements over 4 years of high school. 
� Sports requires participation in competitive play each year 
� Dance requires participation in at least 2 public performances per year. 
� Additional honors medallions will be awarded for any of the following: 

� Students who serve as team captains for their dance team or sport. 
� Excelling students who serve as student instructors for dance classes prior to graduation. 

 

Emphasis in Social Sciences and Humanities – Citron Cord 
� Completion of 4 years of Social Science and Humanities Courses, 2 of which must be honors level or dual credit classes.   

Qualifying courses include: 
o Honors US history 
o Honors Government / Economics (must complete a full year course) 
o Honors World Geography 
o European History – coming soon to Quest 



o Dual Credit Ethics of Economics Class 
o Western Civilizations 
o Apologetics – any one course of the 4-year cycle 
o Philosophy 
o Psychology 

� Maintenance of a 3.5 GPA or higher in these courses. 
� Courses not taken at Quest require a petition process to be accepted in place of those listed. 
� 10 hours of volunteer social science or humanities tutoring over the course of 4 years of high school. 
� Must participate in the history fair or make a geographical booth presentation or a historical booth and living statue 

presentation at the fine arts festival 2 of the 4 years in high school. 
� Additional honors medallions are awarded for any of the following: 

o Student TA or summer apprentice in any of the high school classes. 
o Excelling student who becomes a student instructor in any humanities class prior to graduation. 
o National participation in a competition for history or geography. 
o Publication of an article or participation in the state level or higher history or geography competitions. 
o Completion of 6 or more of the required courses  

 

Emphasis in Theology / Philosophy / Classical Christian Education – Light Blue 
Cord 

� Completion of 4 years of Theology/ Philosophy / Classical Christian Education Courses.  Qualifying courses include: 
o Apologetics – any two courses of the 4-year cycle 
o Year Long Bible Study 
o Christian Based Philosophy 
o Latin 1 
o Latin 2 
o Greek 1 
o Greek 2 – coming to Quest later 
o Greek Reading group 
o Biblical Hebrew – coming to Quest later 
o Logic – 9th and 10th grade 
o Rhetoric – 11th and 12th grade 
o Cultural literature / worldview years 1-4 
o Historical literature / worldview years 1-4 

� Maintenance of a 3.5 GPA or higher in these courses. 
� Courses not taken at Quest require a petition process to be accepted in place of those listed. 
� 10 hours of volunteer tutoring or teacher assistance in these courses over the course of 4 years of high school. 
� Must write a 5-paragraph essay in support of one doctrine of Christian faith.   Must make a convincing argument for their 

belief and submit it to the Quest leadership at least one month prior to graduation.   It will be reviewed by the pastoral staff 
and other faculty who have knowledge of proper writing and  

� Additional honors medallions are awarded for any of the following: 
o Receiving medals on the national Latin exam 
o Completion of 6 or more of the required courses  
o Serving as a TA or summer apprentice in any of the courses 
o Completion of the Physical Therapy Tech or EMT certificate programs. 

 

 

 



Emphasis in Language Arts and Drama – Lime Green Cord 
 There are 2 tracks; 

� English Track –  
o There are 7 Required courses for this cord.    They must include 2 writing classes, a l literature class, a speaking 

class or drama, and an elective.  Additionally, 2 years of the same foreign language will be required. 
o Acceptable writing classes can include; 

 Essential writing 
 Honors High School English year 1 
 Honors High School English year 2 
 Creative Writing and Composition 
 Freshman Sophomore English – Literature and writing - combo class only can count as either a writing 

or a literature 
 Honors Literature and Writing – combo class only can count as either a writing or a literature 

o Acceptable literature classes can include: 
 Any of the literature and worldview classes at the HS level from the classical curriculum 
 Poetry 
 Shakespeare 
 American Literature 
 Freshman Sophomore English – Literature and writing - combo class only can count as either a writing 

or a literature. 
 Honors Literature and Writing – combo class only can count as either a writing or a literature 

o Acceptable speaking classes can include 
 Speech and debate class or participation of the competitive debate team 
 Drama 
 Apologetics with a significant debate component with multiple oral presentations. 

o Acceptable electives 
 Any required class beyond what is needed for the cord 
 Any Journalism and yearbook participation 
 Any film making course where significant dialogue is recorded or written by the student director. 
 Playwright 

o Acceptable foreign language courses 
 Greek – 2 years 
 Spanish – 2 years 
 French – 2 years 
 Latin – 2 years 
 Biblical Hebrew – 2 years – coming to Quest soon 
 Mandarin – 2 years 
 Swedish – 2 years – Coming to Quest soon 
 German – 2 years – Coming to Quest soon 

� Maintenance of a 3.5 GPA or higher in these courses. 
� Courses not taken at Quest require a petition process to be accepted in place of those listed. 
� 10 hours of volunteer tutoring or teacher assistance in these courses over the course of 4 years of high school. 
� Must write a formal essay describing something the student has been involved in during high school and how it has 

either positively or negatively impacted their life.   Must make a convincing argument for their belief and submit it to 
the Quest leadership at least one month prior to graduation.   It will be reviewed by the language dept. staff or pastoral 
staff and others who have expertise in the area.  If foreign language is being emphasized, the paper must be written in 
the language studied. 

Or 

Oral presentation in leu of the essay above.   A monologue at the fine arts festival will also suffice for this requirement.   
Proposed topics for the monologue will need to be approved by the Quest staff. 



� Additional honors medallions are awarded for any of the following: 
o Receiving medals or awards on any national foreign language exams.   Additionally, a 4 or 5 on an AP exam will 

count toward this award. 
o Completion of more than 7 of the required courses.  
o Serving as a TA or summer apprentice in any of the courses. 
o Winning a writing competition or essay contest resulting in a publication. 
o Completing another 2 years in a second foreign language 
o Completing a foreign exchange semester in another country learning the culture and language. 

 

Emphasis in Business and Finance – Maroon Cord  
� Must complete 5 classes in the business track.   Those can include: 

o Personal Finance 
o Young Entrepreneurship 
o Philosophy of Economics, Ethics, Economy and Entrepreneurship – Dual Credit class 
o Marketing and consumer behavior – Coming to Quest 2018 
o Accounting – Coming to Quest 2019 
o Public speaking and human communications 
o Introduction to computer science and programming 

� Maintenance of a 3.5 GPA or higher in these courses. 
� Courses not taken at Quest require a petition process to be accepted in place of those listed. 
� Must participate in the Financial Face Off team at least 1 year during high school. 
� Must develop and market a product.   Marketing plan and product or idea must be approved by the Quest business 

faculty.   Actual execution of the marketing is required and an assessment of the success of the venture must be 
presented to the Quest leadership at least 1 month prior to graduation. 

� Completion of a minimum of a 2-month internship in either the accounting department or the marketing department 
at Quest.   This will include at least 20 hours per month and can be done anytime over the 4 years of high school. 

� Additional honors medallions are awarded for any of the following: 
o Receiving awards of medals for competitions in business and entrepreneurship. 
o Completion of more than the 5 required courses for this cord 
o Serving as a TA or summer apprentice in any of the courses 

 

*Emphasis in Computer Science – Black Cord – Coming 2019* 

 

 

Honor Cords will also be awarded for those in the following service organizations and 
recipients of scholarships: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

A) Student Council – officers and former officers will graduate with a white merit cord. 
B) Eta Sigma Alpha – will graduate with a gold honor cord and a gold honor stole containing the Eta Sigma Alpha 

logo. 
C) Bilodeau Prize – those students receiving a Bilodeau Prize will graduate with a teal cord and medallion. 

 

 

 



Study Hall & Homework Cafe 

We have a study hall area that is open to students, parents and faculty. We ask that you are 
quiet and respectful while using this area. It is intended for study and other work, not a place to 
socialize. We prefer that you do not eat in this area, and ask that you eat outside at the tables 
or in the kitchen when class is not in session. It is permitted to eat in this area if the kitchen is 
unavailable and outside weather keeps you from using the tables. We do ask that if you eat 
inside the building that you clean up any mess that you make and do not leave trash. All 
microwaves, tables, chairs, and other items in the study hall must be cleaned after use. During 
certain times the study hall will act as the Homework Café. Students will be allowed to bring 
food and work on assignments. We will also have tutors available there during these times to 
help students. 

Snack Bar 

There is a snack bar located at the front desk which is available to students, family and faculty. 
You may purchase snacks and drinks here but we ask that you do not leave trash or messes. 
Please be respectful. 

Nut/Allergy Policy 

NO NUTS (or nut butters) OR LEGUMES OF ANY KIND ARE PERMITTED 
ANYWHERE ON CAMPUS FOR ANY REASON. If you are unsure a certain food will violate 
this policy, DO NOT BRING IT. We strive to make every effort to keep the area free of all 
possible contamination and allergens, however we cannot guarantee a completely nut free 
environment and cannot be held liable for any contamination.  



Honor Society 

Quest for Education and Arts holds the Gamma Omicron Chapter of the 
Eta Sigma Alpha National Homeschool Honor Society. More information 
about ESA can be found on their website http://www.etasigmaalpha.com/. 
There are certain things which Gamma Omicron requires for 
membership, these things, along with an application form can be found 
on the Quest website under the Honors tab. Joining the Honors Society 
is an excellent opportunity for students who wish to learn, grow, and 
serve their community with other like-minded students. The Honors 
Society hosts events and fundraisers throughout the year, as well as 
assist with grading finals and other services. 

 

 

 

 

 

Honor Roll 

All Quest for Education and Arts students in 6th grade or above are 
eligible for Honor Roll if they have grades between 85% - 92% in all of 
their Quest classes. They will be eligible for High Honors Honor Roll if 
they have a grade of 93% or above in all of their Quest classes. A list of 
all students on the Honor Roll and High Honors Honor Roll can be found 
on the Quest website under the Honors tab. 
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Fine Arts Karate 

Hard work has its rewards 

We have found over the years that some students will work just 
because music and dance are fun but others need a boost.   A reward 
system can really help.   Therefore we have taken the sport of karate 
and expanded on it.    Each teacher may have their own variation on 
what it takes to get a reward, however here is an example of how it 
works. 

Violin student Jane Smith signs up for the karate game.   She gets her 
name on a tag with Velcro to move from color to color.   Each week 
when she comes to her lesson, the teacher rewards for diligent and 
careful practice by giving her a new karate belt 
and allowing her to move one space on the board. 
Also, when she masters a piece of music well, the 
teacher may also allow her to move forward on 
the board an additional space.  If she has not been 
able to practice effectively, she does not get a belt 
and get to move on the board that week but has 
the opportunity to do so the following week. Each 
time she receives a black belt, she gets a prize.   If 
she goes around 5 times, she reaches the hall of 
fame.   At the Hall of Fame, she gets a larger prize. 

Here is a picture of what our karate board looks 
like.  The Hall of Fame is a separate board that will 
be displayed at the Fine Arts Festival at the end of the year.  

 



Prayer 

All classes should start with prayer and prayer requests from 
students.  We are first and foremost a Christian group so please set a 
good example by doing this in all your classes. 

We have a prayer team. You can reach them through 
prayerteam@questforeducationandarts.com. Please email us your 
prayer requests and we will pray for you. Requests can be 
anonymous if you would like. 

If you would like to join the prayer team, please email. 
 

Library 

Quest offers a well-stocked library of resources and supplies. A list of 
some items can be accessed through the Quest website on the Library 
page. Not all items are listed, so if you need an instrument such as a 
microscope, etc. please contact us at office@questforeducationandarts.com 
and we will see if we have it in stock for you to use. You may also utilize 
the Library for some Science Fair equipment. The library is open to both 
students and faculty, so if you need something for class, please check 
the library first. 

If you are going to utilize the library, we need a TWO DAY lead time to 
get your items ready. Please plan accordingly. 

mailto:prayerteam@questscienceclub.com
mailto:office@questforeducationandarts.com


Contacts 

President: Dr. Rebecca Thai 
beckythai@questforeducationandarts.com 
520.661.4546

Treasurer: Bob Ripperdan 
bobripperdan@questforeducationandarts.com 
951.216.9567

Fundraising: Angelica Ewing 
angelicaewing@questforeducationandarts.com 
520.818.8240 

Vice President: Casey Clarke 
caseyclarke@questforeducationandarts.com 
520.591.1647 

Secretary: Zoe Boone 
zoeboone@questforeducationandarts.com 
520.904.4333 

Event Coordinator: Erin Robson 
erinrobson@questforeducationandarts.com 
520.909.6706 

Name: ___________________________________       Name: __________________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________    Email: ___________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________________  Phone: __________________________________ 

Name: ___________________________________       Name: __________________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________    Email: ___________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________________  Phone: __________________________________ 

Name: ___________________________________       Name: __________________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________    Email: ___________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________________  Phone: __________________________________ 

Name: ___________________________________       Name: __________________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________    Email: ___________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________________  Phone: __________________________________ 

Name: ___________________________________       Name: __________________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________    Email: ___________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________________  Phone: __________________________________ 

Name: ___________________________________       Name: __________________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________    Email: ___________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________________  Phone: __________________________________ 

 Quest for Education and Arts Office 
Monday – Friday     9am-6pm         520.303.1748  office@questforeducationandarts.com 
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Phone: __________________________________         Phone: __________________________________ 



Log-Ins & Passwords 

 

EngradePro (parent)     Other: ___________________________ 
Login: _______________________________  Login: ____________________________ 
Password: ____________________________  Password: ________________________ 

 

Remind App      Other: ___________________________ 
Login: _______________________________   Login: ___________________________ 
Password: ____________________________  Password: ________________________ 

 

Other: ______________________________  Other: ___________________________ 
Login: _______________________________  Login: ___________________________ 
Password: ___________________________  Password: ________________________ 

 

Other: ______________________________  Other: ___________________________ 
Login: _______________________________  Login: ___________________________ 
Password: ____________________________  Password: ________________________ 

 

Other: ______________________________  Other: ___________________________ 
Login: _______________________________  Login: ___________________________ 
Password: ___________________________  Password: ________________________ 

 

Other: ______________________________  Other: ___________________________ 
Login: _______________________________  Login: ___________________________ 
Password: ___________________________  Password: ________________________ 
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