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PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 

•  “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must 
be in want of a wife”. 

–  Volume 1, Chapter 1 



JANE AUSTEN 

•  Englishwoman 

•  1775-1817 
–  Important period f political, cultural, and religious history 

–  The American colonies declared their independence 

–  War of Independence 

–  Bastille prison in Paris was capture in 1789 

–  French Revolution 

–  Early 1800s, Napoleon was conquering much of Europe, threatening England 

–  An evangelical revival in the Church of England, led by George Whitefield 

–  Literary movement known as “romanticism” 

–  Industrial Revolution was beginning 



JANE AUSTEN 

•  Seventh of eight children 

•  Lifelong member of the Church of England 

•  Father was an Anglican pastor who led churches in several towns 

•  One of her brothers became an evangelical pastor in the Anglican church 

•  Two brothers served in the British navy in the war against Napoleon 



JANE AUSTEN 

•  Never married 

•  Lived in quiet seclusion with her family throughout her life 

•  Spent her time visiting family and neighbors, playing with her nephews and nieces, and writing 



JANE AUSTEN 

•  Wrote six complete novels 

–  Pride and Prejudice 

–  Sense and Sensibility 

–  Northanger Abbey 

–  Emma 

–  Mansfield Park 

–  Persuasion 

•  Was working on another novel, Sanditon, when she died at the age of forty-one 

–  Possibly from Addison’s disease 



JANE AUSTEN 

•  One of the great prose stylists of the English language 

•  One of the greatest novelists 

–  Despite her short life and small output 

•  Her writing is described as elegant and economical 

•  No “action scenes”, and in a sense, litte happens 

•  Great insight into character and is a witty commentator on manners and social customs 

•  She resisted the tide of romanticism that swpt  



ROMANTICISM?  NO!   

•  Austen resisted the tide of romanticism that swept through English literature 

•  Romantics believed that poetry and other art expressed the deep feelings of the poet or artist 

•  The Romantic artist is at the center of his art 

•  Austen did not see her novels as means for self-expression 

•  Her novels arose from her keen observation of the world around her 



CHARACTERS 

•  Bennet family 

•  Mr. Bennet, a minor gentleman 

•  Mrs. Bennet, his wife 

•  5 daughters 
–  Jane 

–  Elizabeth, a witty and sparkling young woman, is the principle character 

–  Mary 

–  Lydia 

–  Kitty 



CHARACTERS 

•  Mr. Darcy, a rich but haughty nobleman 

•  Mr. Bingley, a close friend of Darcy’s, unaffected and sociable 

•  Mr. Wickham, a dashing young soldier 

•  Mr. Colins, a Church of England minister and cousin to the Bennets 

•  Charlotte Lucas, Elizabeth’s friend 

•  Lady Catherine de Bourgh, Darcy’s aunt, owns the estate of Rosings, Mr. Collins works for her 



MOVIE! 

•  Pride and Prejudice 



READING HOMEWORK 

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 

•  Chapters 1-22 

WORDS OF DELIGHT 

•  none 



ENGRADE HOMEWORK 

•  none 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

•   Answer the questions below.  Read through them before you start reading and 
answer them as you read. 

1.  In the first chapter, we are introduced to the Bennet family.  What do we know about their 
characters from reading only chapter 1?  (Try not to be influenced by the movie, if you’ve 
seen it, or even the rest of the book if you’ve read the whole thing.) 

2.  Chapters 1-3.  Describe the dynamics between Mr. Bennet and his other family members. 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

3.  Chapter 3.  Enter Fitzwilliam Darcy, stage right.  What kind of first impression does he make, 
and is all the given information about him consistent? 

4.  Chapter 6.  Contrast Charlotte’s and Elizabeth’s views on marriage.  They both give their 
ideas on making a good match, and critique Jane’s outward reserve toward Bingley.  Is there 
foreshadowing going on here?  If so, what does it lead the reader to expect? 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

5.  Chapters 7-12.  Jane’s illness at Netherfield gives the reader an opportunity to see the main 
characters (and the minor but equally amusing ones) interact in close quarters.  Describe 
the dynamic between: 

a)  Elizabeth and Darcy 

b)  Caroline and Darcy 

c)  Caroline and Elizabeth 

6.  How does the character of Mr. Collins develop from his initial letter to the Bennets, to his 
inclination to Jane, to his proposal to Elizabeth, and finally, to his acceptance by Charlotte? 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

7.  Now that you’ve read through the first third of the book, categorize as many characters as 
you can as either dynamic or static, round or flat. 

8.  How would you categorize the plot of this novel? 

a)  man vs. man 

b)  man vs. nature 

c)  man vs. himself 

d)  man vs. a higher power 

9.  Who’s “Proud?”  Who’s “Prejudiced?” 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

•  Character Essay 

–  You will choose one character from Pride and Prejudice. 

–  You will then compare this character from the book and from the movie. 

–  Use the Essay Rubric. 

–  A five paragraph essay will be due on March 8th. 


