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MARRIAGE 

•  “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must 
be in want of a wife”. 

–  Volume I, Chapter I 



JANE AUSTEN 

•  Critical of romantic notions of love 

•  Northanger Abbey is a parody of the romance genre 

•  Sense and Sensibility exposes the evils of extreme emotionalism 



PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 

•  The original title of the novel was First Impressions 

–  Hints that the book is a treatment of the romantic convention of “love at first sight” 

•  Austen presents the idea that love often comes only after a second or third look 

•  You cannot trust first impressions or the surface of manners 

•  You need time and thought to see a person’s character 



MARRIAGE 

•  Austen shows us various approaches to marriage and love 

•  She presents failed marriages that arise out of folly and passion and failed marriages arranged 
for financial or social gain 



MARRIAGE 

•  First, the elder Bennets 

•  Second, Wickham and Lydia 

•  Third, Charlotte Lucas and Mr. Collins 



MARRIAGE 

•  She also shows us several good matches, that share certain characteristics 

•  First, a sound marriage does not ignore practical matters of finances and social position 

•  Second, the good matches are based on physical attraction 

•  Third, a good match is founded on a bond of taste and feeling 

•  Fourth, mutual respect, a combination of gratitude, respect, and honor 

•  Fifth, when both man and woman recognize the moral advantage that each person would bring 
to the other 



READING HOMEWORK 

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 

•  Chapters 46-61 

WORDS OF DELIGHT 

•  none 



ENGRADE HOMEWORK 

•  none 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

•   Answer the questions below.  Read through them before you start reading and 
answer them as you read. 

1.  Chapter 46.  Compare Elizabeth’s feelings for Darcy now, with what they were for Wickham 
when she first met him. 

2.  Chapters 46-50.  Describe Mr. Bennet’s handling of Lydia’s situation from the time she 
wishes to go to Brighton, to his present handling (or, non-handling) of the present crisis.  
How does Mrs. Bennet respond to each turn of events? 

 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

3.  Chapters 53-54.  Much is going on behind the scenes here.  Who knows what other 
characters don’t, and how does that make otherwise mundane comments/actions 
interesting? 

4.  Chapter 55.  We finally hear the authoritative account of how Jane’s outward reserve 
affected Bingley.  Does it seem that on this one point, Charlotte Lucas was right? 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

5.  Trace the speculations going on about a possible courtship between Elizabeth and Darcy. 

a)  When mentioned by Mrs. Gardiner. 

b)  By Lady Catherine De Bourgh.  (Chapter 56) 

c)  By Mr. Collins via letter.  (Chapter 57) 

d)  By Mr. Bennet.  (Chapter 57) 

e)  By Elizabeth herself, in her silent musings. 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

6.  There is a rainbow of reactions toward Elizabeth’s engagement.  How do each of these 
individuals’ reactions reflect on their character? 

a)  Jane 

b)  Mr. Bennet 

c)  Mrs. Bennet 

d)  Charlotte Collins 

e)  Lady Catherine De Bourgh 

7.  What did you enjoy most about the book? 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

•  Character Essay 

–  You will choose one character from Pride and Prejudice. 

–  You will then compare this character from the book and from the movie. 

–  Use the Essay Rubric. 

–  A five paragraph essay will be due on March 8th. 


