
PROVERBS 

S O L O M O N  



SOLOMON 

•  Solomon 

•  King of Israel 

•  Son of David 

•  Proverbs 1:1 

•  Proverbs 10:1 

•  Proverbs 25:1 

•  1 Kings 4:29-34 



AGUR 

•  Son of Jakeh 

•  Really an unknown 

•  Possible a foreigner, Ishmaelite from Massa,  thought to be in Arabia 

•  Possible that the Hebrew word for “the oracle” is a place-name, “Massa” 

•  Proverbs 30 



KING LEMUEL 

•  Not an Israelite king 

•  Possibly an Egyptian or Babylonian origin 

•  Proverbs 31 



PURPOSE OF PROVERBS 

•  Read Proverbs 1:1-7 

–  Handout 



DATE 

•  Exact date is unknown 

•  Timeframe indicates before the fall of Jerusalem and the Babylonian exile 

•  Parts of it are from the time of King Hezekiah 

–  Proverbs 25:1 



VOCABULARY FOR PROVERBS 

•  Aphorism:  is a statement of truth or opinion expressed in a concise and witty manner. 

•  Gnomic:  said or written using few words that are difficult to understand. 

•  Repository:  a place where a large amount of something is stored. 

•  Concise:  using few words; not including extra or unnecessary information 



VOCABULARY FOR PROVERBS 

•  Epigrammatize:  to express in the form of an epigram. 

•  Epigram:  a short and clever poem or saying. 

•  Epiphany:  a moment in which you suddenly see or understand something in a new or very 
clear way 



VOCABULARY FOR PROVERBS 

•  Simple:  not hard to understand or do. 

•  Profound:  difficult to understand; requiring deep thought or wisdom. 

•  Particularize:  to give specific details or examples of (something). 

•  Universal:  existing or true at all times or in all places. 



VOCABULARY FOR PROVERBS 

•  Metaphor:  a figure of speech which makes an implicit, implied or hidden comparison between 
two things that are unrelated but share some common characteristics. 

•  Simile:  a figure of speech that makes a comparison, showing similarities between two different 
things. Unlike a metaphor, a simile draws resemblance with the help of the words “like” or “as”. 
Therefore, it is a direct comparison. 



VOCABULARY FOR PROVERBS 

•  Parallelism:  the use of components in a sentence that are grammatically the same; or similar in 
their construction, sound, meaning or meter. 

•  Antithetic parallelism:  directly opposite or opposed. 



VOCABULARY FOR PROVERBS 

•  Imperative:  having the form that expresses a command rather than a statement or a question. 

•  Imagery:  to use figurative language to represent objects, actions and ideas in such a way that it 
appeals to our physical senses. 

•  Encomium:  glowing and warmly enthusiastic praise. 



READING HOMEWORK 

PROVERBS 

•  all 

WORDS OF DELIGHT 

•  Chapter 7:  Parallelism 

–  180-185 

•  Chapter 12:  Old Testament Encomium 

–  294-299 

•  Chapter 13: 

–  313-328 



ENGRADE HOMEWORK 

•  none 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

“The best way to teach or study biblical proverbs is to supply a context for each one from 
someone’s actual experiences or from observations of what is going on in society and the 
world.”  Leland Ryken 

•  Pick ten proverbs from the Bible book of Proverbs.  Write about an experience from your own 
life, or an observation from society that expresses that proverb.  Each experience or 
observation should be at least 3 sentences. 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK EXAMPLE 

•  Proverbs 21:5 

–  “The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance, but everyone who is hasty comes only to 
poverty.” 

–  I have noticed that those who work hard and take care of their earthly possessions, such as cars, 
tools, and clothes, keep these items for a long time and don’t have to replace them.  Thus these 
people are able to save more money.  I have also noticed how some people are careless with their 
earthly possessions, and don’t care for them.  These people seem to constantly need to replace or 
repair these possessions and never seem to have any extra money.  


