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Week 1 



1ST POEM 

Three Rings for the Elven-kings under the sky, 

 Seven for the Dwarf-lords in their halls of stone, 

Nine for Mortal Men doomed to die, 

 One for the Dark Lord on his dark throne 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 

 One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, 

 One Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 



2ND POEM 

All that is gold does not glitter, 

 Not all those who wander are lost; 

The old that is strong does not wither, 

 Deep roots are not reached by the frost. 

From the ashes a fire shall be woken, 

 A light from the shadows shall spring; 

Renewed shall be blade that was broken, 

 The crownless again shall be king. 



WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

�  Frodo and Sam are on the way to Mount Doom 

�  Merry and Pippin are with Aragorn, Gimli, Legolas and Gandalf.  
They have all come together for the destruction of Isengard, but 
they don’t stay together long. 

�  Gollum becomes much more important in this book. 



NEW CHARACTERS 

�  Denethor 

�  The father of Boromir and Faramir 

�  Steward of Gondor 

�  Noble adversary of Sauron 

�  Weaknesses that are easily exploited by the enemy 

�  Eowyn, we’ve met, but get to know her far better than before 



RETURN OF THE KING 

�  The great armies of Middle-earth come together 

�  Gondor is under siege 

�  The Riders of Rohan go to their aid 

�  Aragorn goes to their aid by a different route, through the Paths 
of the Dead 

�  Sauron has mustered his forces and is on the march 

�  Meanwhile, two hobbits are making their way to Mount Doom 



EUCATASTROPHE 

�  JRR Tolkien used this word to describe the pattern we see in The 
Lord of the Rings 

�  The word catastrophe indicates the intensity of the kind of ending 
he had in mind 

�  The prefix eu means good or blessed 



EUCATASTROPHE 

�  In Middle-earth, just when everything seems absolutely hopeless, 
and the good guys go on doing their duty, simply because it is 
their duty, at that moment, everything turns right. 



EUCATASTROPHE 

�  The resurrection of Jesus after He had been dead for three days 
was eucatastrophe. 



EUCATASTROPHE 

�  Learning your teacher changed your grade from a 92 to a 4 is 
NOT eucatastrophe. 



EUCATASTROPHE 

�  It is not as though the righteous are threatened, and then at the 
last moment deliverance comes, and so everybody goes back to 
exacly the place where they were. 

�  The long and slow process of coming to the point where 
everything seems hopeless, followed by this eucatastrophic and 
climactic deliverance, is a process that completely transforms 
the characters who go through it. 



EUCATASTROPHE 

�  When Jesus comes back from the dead, He is recognizably the 
same person (Jesus of Nazareth), but at the same time He is also 
transformed by His conquest of death (He is the Lord of glory) 



EUCATASTROPHE 

�  This kind of transformation happens to every major character in The 
Lord of the Rings 

�  Example: 
�  When we first meet Aragorn in Bree, 

“Well, said Strider, ‘with Sam’s permission we will call that settled.  Strider shall be 
your guide” 

�  Aragorn, in his kingly speech in the last book, 
“Between us there can be no word of giving or taking, nor of reward; for we are 
brethren.  In happy hour did Eorl ride from the North, and never has any league 
of peoples been more blessed, so that neither has ever failed the other…” 

�  Aragorn’s bearing, demeanor, and speech are kingly.  He doesn’t just 
become the king; he is transformed in the course of the story and he 
becomes the king. 



EUCATASTROPHE 

�  Those who are transformed: 

�  Gandalf the Grey becomes Gandalf the White – after his “death” in 
Moria 

�  Aragorn the solitary Ranger transforms into a great king – after his 
“death” of riding through the paths of the dead 

�  Frodo is transformed in that he cannot settle again in the Shire – after 
being brought back from the brink of death at Mount Doom 



WHAT IS A GREAT LEADER? – TEXT 
ANALYSIS 

�  After the battle at Minas Tirith, Denethor goes mad and tries to kill 
Faramir.  His behavior is a result of having fallen prey to the evil of 
Sauron by using the seeing-stone. 

�  We see a contrast to Denethor in Theoden, who dies about the 
same time.  Theoden dies as he sprints into battle ahead of his 
men, whereas Denethor is removing himself from the people as 
he dies. 

�  After the battle Aragorn unfurls his banner and orders his men to 
prepare tents outside the city.  He refuses to claim the throne until 
the final war with Mordor is over. 



WHAT IS A GREAT LEADER? – TEXT 
ANALYSIS 

�  Aragorn enters the city disguised, and finds that Merry, Faramir 
and Eowyn are becoming increasingly sicker from the poison of 
the Enemy’s weapons.  A nurse recalls a legend which says, “The 
hands of the king are the hands of a healer, and so shall the 
rightful king be known.”  Aragorn then uses an herb that grows in 
Gondor and heals the wounded all night long. 

�  We learn that a true leader does not presume authority until his 
time is due.  He acknowledges the rightful authority of others.  We 
also learn that a true leader looks after the needs of his subjects 
and has a healing effect on those under his leadership.  He keeps 
his mind focused on things that are good and right and not on 
things that are ungodly and evil. 



WHAT IS A GREAT LEADER? – 
CULTURAL ANALYSIS 

�  Think of recent leaders in our culture who have been popular.  
What are they like? 

�  Can you think of any recent leaders like Aragorn?  



WHAT IS A GREAT LEADER? – BIBLICAL 
ANALYSIS 

�  See written homework! 



READING HOMEWORK 

Return of the King 
�  Book Five, Chapters I-X 

Words of Delight 
�  none 



ENGRADE HOMEWORK 

�  Week 20 Return of the King quiz. 



MEMORY HOMEWORK 

�  You will be memorizing two poems from The Fellowship of the 
Ring. 

�  These will be due to be recited in class on March 14, 2017. 



1ST POEM 

Three Rings for the Elven-kings under the sky, 

 Seven for the Dwarf-lords in their halls of stone, 

Nine for Mortal Men doomed to die, 

 One for the Dark Lord on his dark throne 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 

 One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, 

 One Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 



2ND POEM 

All that is gold does not glitter, 

 Not all those who wander are lost; 

The old that is strong does not wither, 

 Deep roots are not reached by the frost. 

From the ashes a fire shall be woken, 

 A light from the shadows shall spring; 

Renewed shall be blade that was broken, 

 The crownless again shall be king. 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

�  Print out and complete the The Two Towers test. 

�  Do not use any notes or books to help you complete the test.  

�  Due in class next week, March 7, 2017. 

�  Print out and complete both pages of the Godly Leaders Chart. 

�   Due in class next week, March 7, 2017. 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

�  The characters in the Races and Characters of Middle-Earth chart 
have been divided into the races that populate Middle-Earth.  As 
you encounter the different races and characters in The 
Fellowship of the Ring, fill in the chart.  We will revisit this chart at 
the end of The Return of the King, and compare the 
development of these characters.  For extra credit choose two 
additional characters and fill in the four blanks at the end of the 
chart for those characters.  You may use additional paper if 
needed. 

�  This completed chart is due on March 21, 1017. 

 


