
QUEST for Education and Arts 
Road Trip USA 

 

Howdy friends!  Welcome to Road Trip USA!  I hope that you have some 
walking shoes for we are going to learn, explore, and marvel and how God has 
blessed us with the amazing land that we call home!  My name is Valerie 
Clapero, but you can call me Miss Valerie or Mrs. Clapero.  I am so very 
excited that we will be learning together as we explore the history, 
topography, government, and geography of the United States this year!   

I love to teach, but even greater than my passion for teaching is my passion 
for learning.  My husband, Jason Clapero, is a teacher too and serves as one 
of the administrators at Pusch Ridge Christian Academy.  Our daughter, 
Bethany, attends 7th grade there and we have been richly blessed by the 
community there.  You might know my kiddos Sabrina (our 3rd grader) and 
Aaron (our 1st grader)too.  I am their teacher every single day!  I can’t wait to 
learn more about you as we get to know each other this year!     

Mark your calendar:   
Please, mark your calendar for September 12th.  I know that there are a number of families that are new to 
QUEST, so I would like to take a few minutes at the beginning of class to introduce myself and to make sure 
that all students and families understand how to use the QUEST website, yellow boxes (where assignments will 
be posted), and engradepro.  I want to make this year amazing for kids and parents alike, so I want to make 
sure that you are confident and comfortable in navigating these sites.   

Contact Information:  

Email:  valerieclapero@questforeducationandarts.com Phone:  599-9993 
 

The best way to contact me is through email.  I check my email once a day and will respond to any inquiries 
within 24 hours.  PLEASE DO NOT USE ENGRADEPRO TO SEND A MESSAGE TO ME.  I generally input grades 
once a week and do not see these messages on a daily basis.   

Course Description: 
Throughout the course of the year, we will study the following: 
 

 The Geography of the United States 
 Major landmarks and monuments 
 The Constitution and Bill of Rights 
 States and Capitals  
 The Presidents  
 Our United States Flag 
 The Branches of Government 

 

 
 

** Road Trip USA is intended to be an introduction 
to the history, geography, and civics of our country.  
There is some homework, but the goal of this class 
is to engage a spirit of inquiry, interest, and 
enjoyment. 
 
 

mailto:valerieclapero@questforeducationandarts.com


Textbooks and Materials:   
There are no textbooks required for this class.  We will be creating a notebook portfolio throughout the year.  
The books below are not required, but would be great resources to enhance your child’s learning over the 
course of the year.  They would make an excellent addition to any homeschool library.    

 United States Atlas for Young Explorers by National Geographic(3rd-6th)   
 Beginner United States Atlas by National Geographic (K-3rd)  
 Yo, Millard Fillmore  and Yo, Sacramento by Mark Cleveland and Mark Alvarez 
 A United States map (including Hawaii and Alaska) 

 

Class Materials:   
All students will need to bring the following items with them to each class.  If students forget to bring their 
supplies, then the participation grade will be affected for that class. 

 A one-inch three Ring Binder with clear plastic outer cover 
 One package of 12 count colored pencils 
 A sharpened pencil 
 A pair of scissors 

 

Grading Plan:   
Grades are entered into engradepro each week (www.engradepro.com).  Each assignment is given a point value 
based on the difficulty and importance.  Because the majority of students are young learners, I do not 
designate traditional grades.  You can use the following grading guide to help you understand this grading scale. 

Grading 
Scale What does it mean? 

O Outstanding!  This student is doing an amazing job.  All of their work is turned in and shines! 

S+ This student is doing a great job!  Most of their work is outstanding and turned in on time.     

S Satisfactory… This student is doing a good job.  They understand the concepts. 

S- This student is going an “okay” job, but could take more time to making their work reflect the 
amazing kid that they are. 

N Needs improvement.  This student is not turning in assignments or assignments are not complete.  
They are not paying attention or participating in class. 

 

** For those students who need actual grade assignments for transcripts, please let me know and we can work 
together to convert the grading scale to a standardized point scale.   

Extra Credit: Opportunities for extra credit will be offered from time to time.  These will be listed as “Brain 
Builder” activities in the yellow boxes.     

Absences: If a student is absent, it is HIS/HER responsibility to get any work due on the date of the absence 
turned in in a timely manner.  Students will automatically receive a zero for participation and attendance on the 
day that they are absent.  They will be marked “excused” for any in class assignments or lab activities that they 
have missed for the day.   

http://www.engradepro.com/

