
September 13 Rhetoric Homework (due September 18) 

● Read  Johnson pp. 3-7, 12-19 ,23-33, 38-46, Write paragraph summaries (5-7 sentences 

each) of Early Slavery in the New World, Roanoke, Jamestown, & the Plymouth Puritans.  

● Read Kane pp. 4-13, Introduction-Ch. 3. Note Kane's reasons to write well. (If your book 

hasn’t arrived yet, don’t panic, contact Mrs. Kiefer.) 

● Read the following quote: 

“The basic difference between an argument and a fight: argument, done skillfully, gets              

people to want to do what you want. You fight to win; you argue to achieve agreement. 
“That may sound wimpy. Under some circumstances, though, argument can take a great             

deal of courage. It can even determine a nation’s fate….Even if the sakes aren’t quite so high—if                 
the evildoer is a rival at work or a wacky organization on campus—your rhetoric skills can                
balance the equation. 

“But rhetoric offers a more selfish reason for arguing. Learn its tools and you’ll become               
the face to watch, the rising star. You’ll mold the minds of men and women to your will, and                   
make any group yield to the dominion of your voice. Even more important, you’ll get them to                 
want to yield, to commit to your plan, and to consider the result a consensus. You will make                  
them desire what you desire—seduce them into a consensual act” (Heinrichs, Jay. Thank You for               
Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach Us about the Art of Persuasion.               
New York: Three Rivers, 2017. Print. Pp. 17-18). 

 Note Heinrich’s reasons to use rhetoric well. 

● Read I Cor. 2:1-5 Note Paul’s issues with “lofty speech”. 

● Post a scripture that promotes speaking/writing/arguing well, or a scriptural example of            

it OR a primary source image & a map to help illustrate this week’s history reading.                

Comment on at least 2 other students’ posts.  

● Write a persuasive essay supporting why Christians should use good rhetoric OR a             

persuasive essay about a topic from this week’s history reading. The essay should be at               

least 5 paragraphs and no more than 9 paragraphs long. 

● Review States & Capitals Add: Dover, Delaware; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; Trenton, 

New Jersey. There is a reference map on the website, and a blank map for practice at 

home. This is the same blank map that you will use for your tests. 

● Review the Timeline Add: Roanoke, Jamestown, Puritans. There is a filled in timeline on 

the website for reference, and a blank one for practice at home. This is the same blank 

timeline you will fill in for your tests. 


