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RING 
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Week 2 



1ST POEM 

Three Rings for the Elven-kings under the sky, 

 Seven for the Dwarf-lords in their halls of stone, 

Nine for Mortal Men doomed to die, 

 One for the Dark Lord on his dark throne 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 

 One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, 

 One Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 



2ND POEM 

All that is gold does not glitter, 

 Not all those who wander are lost; 

The old that is strong does not wither, 

 Deep roots are not reached by the frost. 

From the ashes a fire shall be woken, 

 A light from the shadows shall spring; 

Renewed shall be blade that was broken, 

 The crownless again shall be king. 



ALLEGORY 

�  J.R.R. Tolkien disliked allegory 

�  Lord the of the Rings is not an allegory, it is not tied to events in 
our own world 

�  It is not to be read as a Christian allegory with various characters 
representing certain traits or characteristics 

�  Like Pilgrim’s Progress 

�  It is not even anything as indirect as a “supposal” with characters 
such as Aslan 

�  Like Narnia 



ALLEGORY 

�  HOWEVER, 

�  Tolkien was writing mythology, this meant he was appealing to 
the great themes of human existence 

�  This means that characters like Gandalf and Aragorn have to be 
understood as Christ figures 

�  Different from saying they represent Christ in an allegorical way 

�  Aragorn is not Christ in that world, and neither is Gandalf 



ALLEGORY 

�  Because of how God made the world, the pattern of death and 
resurrection is inescapable 

�  Fictional characters who go through that process are to that 
extent a Christ figure 

�  We see this with Gandalf in The Fellowship of the Ring 
�  He stands between the rest of the fellowship and the Balrog in the 

Mines of Moria 

�  He falls into the depths as a result of his fight with that monster 

�  “Fly, you fools!” 

�  In his death for others, Gandalf is very much a Christ figure 



CHARACTERS 

�  Frodo Baggins 

�  Bilbo’s heir and successor 

�  Inherited the ring that Bilbo 
obtained from Gollum 



CHARACTERS 

�  Samwise Gamgee 

�  Faithful and loyal attendant to 
Frodo 

�  Accompanies him on his adventure 

�  Part of the fellowship of the ring 



CHARACTERS 

�  Meriadoc Brandybuck 

�  Hobbit 

�  Companion of Frodo 

�  Part of the fellowship of the ring 



CHARACTERS 

�  Peregrin Took 

�  Hobbit 

�  Companion of Frodo 

�  Part of the fellowship of the ring 



CHARACTERS 

�  Gandalf the Grey 

�  Central characters 

�  Very important to all of Middle-earth 

�  Part of the fellowship of the ring 



CHARACTERS 

�  Elrond 

�  One of the great elves 

�  Master of Rivendell 

�  Holds the council that determines 
that the ring must be destroyed 



CHARACTERS 

�  Legolas 

�  Elf 

�  Part of the fellowship of the ring 



CHARACTERS 

�  Gimli 

�  Dwarf 

�  Part of the fellowship of the ring 



CHARACTERS 

�  Boromir 

�  Man 

�  Part of the fellowship of the ring 



CHARACTERS 

�  Aragorn 

�  Man 

�  Part of the fellowship of the ring 

�  A ranger 

�  Should suspect there is more to him 
that we first see 



CHARACTERS 

�  Galadriel 

�  Elf 

�  Queen of the forest of Lothlorien 

�  Assists the fellowship 



MAGIC IN LORD OF THE RINGS 

�  Magic in the Lord of the Rings is a desire for power over others 

�  A magician seeks to manipulate the matter around him in such a 
way as to wield power over it, and through it, over others 

�  Magic should not be defined as doing something remarkable 

�  Where Jesus miracles magic? 



MAGIC VS. EXERCISING DOMINION 

�  Magic is trying to rest power from the created order in order to 
exercise that power over others 

�  Exercising dominion works with the created order in order to serve 
God and others 



MAGIC IN LORD OF THE RINGS 

�  Tolkien regarded the magic of Sauron and Saruman as evil and 
wicked 

�  Didn’t distinguish it from what many moderns would call the 
advance of science 

�  Tolkien and C.S. Lewis had fought in WWI 

�  The impact of this war on these two authors was profound 



MAGIC IN LORD OF THE RINGS 

�  His foundational image for Mordor was the great, industrial war 
machine set up in France to destroy hundreds of thousands of 
young men 

�  Tolkien hated things that clanked and smoked and believed they 
would always bite and devour 

�  He saw modernization as just another manifestation of man’s 
temptation to manipulate matter in order to get this kind of 
mastery or control 



MAGIC IN LORD OF THE RINGS 

�  Lord of the Rings is actually anti-magic! 

�  If magic is about acquiring the power to wield power over others, 
and then doing so, what does the Council of Elrond decide to 
do? 



MAGIC IN LORD OF THE RINGS 

�  They decide to destroy the Ring! 

�  Think for a moment how strange this is as a story line 

�  Most wartime adventure stories are about trying to acquire a 
great weapon, or destroy one in the enemy’s possession 

�  This story is about trying to destroy the enemy’s greatest weapon 
that is in your possession the entire time 



MAGIC IN LORD OF THE RINGS 

�  This is the great test!  Will each individual resist the temptation to 
wield the power of the Ring? 

�  Gandalf passes 
�  “’No!’ Cried Gandalf, springing to his feet.  ‘With that power I should 

have power too great and terrible.  And over me the Ring would gain a 
power still greater and more deadly’” 

�  Elrond passes 

�  “I fear to take the Ring to hide it.  I will not take the Ring to wield it” 

�  Galadriel passes 

�  “’I pass the test,’ she said. ‘I will diminish and go into the West, and 
remain Galadriel’” 



MAGIC IN LORD OF THE RINGS 

�  Boromir fails the test 

�  Although he does redeem himself in his valiant death 

�  The reason he failed the test is that he never understood the 
underlying principle 

�  At the Council of Elrond, Boromir deferred to the judgment of others, 
but reason they had for attempting to destroy the Ring did not make 
sense to him 

�  “’I do not understand all this,’ he said.  ‘Why do you speak of ever hiding 
and destroying?’” 

�  Because of this lack of wisdom, he faltered when he was tempted 



MAGIC IN LORD OF THE RINGS 

�  This is the difference between magicians and those who are not 
magicians 

�  Gandalf says that what they have decided to do is an option 
that would never occur to Sauron 

�  He could not conceive of doing something like this himself, and 
therefore cannot imagine if his enemies came to possess the 
Ring, that they would attempt to destroy it 

�  “the only measure that he knows is a desire, desire for power; and so 
he judges all hearts” 



MAGIC IN LORD OF THE RINGS 

�  This is also related to why Saruman fell 

�  When good confronts evil, there is always a temptation to “fight 
fire with fire” 

�  But those who fight evil must constantly beware of the 
temptation of becoming what they are fighting 

�  Elrond says of Saruman: 

�  “It is perilous to study too deeply the arts of the Enemy, for good or 
for ill” 



READING HOMEWORK 

The Fellowship of the Ring 
�  Book One, Chapters IX-XII 

�  Book Two, Chapters I-II 

Words of Delight 
�  none 



ENGRADE HOMEWORK 

�  Week 15 Fellowship quiz. 



MEMORY HOMEWORK 

�  You will be memorizing two poems from The Fellowship of the 
Ring. 

�  These will be due to be recited in class on March 14, 2017. 



1ST POEM 

Three Rings for the Elven-kings under the sky, 

 Seven for the Dwarf-lords in their halls of stone, 

Nine for Mortal Men doomed to die, 

 One for the Dark Lord on his dark throne 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 

 One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, 

 One Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 



2ND POEM 

All that is gold does not glitter, 

 Not all those who wander are lost; 

The old that is strong does not wither, 

 Deep roots are not reached by the frost. 

From the ashes a fire shall be woken, 

 A light from the shadows shall spring; 

Renewed shall be blade that was broken, 

 The crownless again shall be king. 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

�  The characters in the Races and Characters of Middle-Earth chart 
have been divided into the races that populate Middle-Earth.  As 
you encounter the different races and characters in The 
Fellowship of the Ring, fill in the chart.  We will revisit this chart at 
the end of The Return of the King, and compare the 
development of these characters.  For extra credit choose two 
additional characters and fill in the four blanks at the end of the 
chart for those characters.  You may use additional paper if 
needed. 

�  This completed chart is due on March 21, 1017. 

 


