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The
Galapagos Islands
A  BRIEF  BACKGROUND



Series of islands found in the Pacific Ocean





Popular Area For Tourism



Background 

These Islands have an immense marine reserve and are commonly known as the 

unique ‘living museum and showcase of evolution’. Its geographical location is 

important because it is placed where the three ocean currents converge making it 

one of the richest marine ecosystems in the world. Volcanic activity and other 

processes combined  with the extreme isolation of the islands, led to the development 

of unusual plants and animal life – such as marine iguanas, flightless cormorants, 

giant tortoises, huge cacti, endemic trees and the many different kinds of 

mockingbirds and finches – all of which inspired Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution 

by natural selection following his visit in 1835. 

These Islands became famous Due to Charles Darwin, and his theories on evolution.



What We will look at

Evolutionary theories:

Creationist theories:



Let's take a look at some of those theories that 

have influenced modern evolutionary beliefs on 

the Galapagos 

An important piece to the evolutionary puzzle is the geographic location of the islands, they are a 

chain of islands that are all isolated from each other, this allows very different ecosystems to form.

Charles Darwin popularized the idea of natural selection in evolution, and evolutionists today 

claim that the Galapagos islands are the best place to observe this. 



How Do The Galapagos Prove evolution theories?

Darwin Finches: A textbook example still 

used by evoltuionsists 

Geographic age: The youngest Island is  800,000 

years old the oldest is 3 million years old 

The Island life is an example of active evolution 



Darwins Finches
 "Darwin's Finches," are 13 species of finch on the island that have 

all evolved into different types. This is one of the classic examples 

of evolution. Darwin noted the differences between the birds, 

thinking they were of different families. The Bird all adapted to 

survive in their environments.



Geography and age of the Islands

From current research, it appears that the islands have been formed in the Pacific by the interaction 

of Plate Tectonics and Hot Spot Volcanism.  

There estimates for the islands age caps at just 5 million years, the oldest is thought to be 3.3 

million years old and the youngest 500,000 years. 

These dates were obtained by measuring elements with a known half-life, but the researchers admit 

the dates are all still estimates. 

The age of the islands seem abnormally young and it is thought that older islands existed, which are 

now submerged.   



The various types of life
It is evident that life on the Galapagos has adapted to each of the 

islands different climates and environments, evolutionists claim that 

the life on these islands all evolved into new species from previous 

ones.  

Example: 

This mesh of 

different types of 

cactus are known as 

"lava cactus"

Evolutionists use 

this as an active 

example of real 

evolution.  



Creationist Theories 

Creationists already present a stance on the islands, they are 

Gods creation, so most of the ideas are in response to evolutionary 

claims.  



The Finches 

When Darwin first noted the differences between the birds he 

thought they came from different species, but it was later 

discovered they were all adaptations of the different finches of 

the same species and the differences had evolved because of 

factors like the food they eat. Which does not match his theories 

of evolution.  

Recent Princeton Research revealed The average beak size 

may change by only a half a millimeter from dry to wet season. 

Also, the six types of ground finches will interbreed, and the 

hybrids are fertile, meaning they can also breed among 

themselves. These six species may actually be one species, the 

finches are also indistinguishable in their mtDNA. 



Geography 

The scattered islands and their abnormally young ages 

can be attributed to the flood.  

There is no evidence for "once submerged older islands"

The proposed age for the islands and island life does not 

match up by evolutionary standards. The marine iguana’s 

cousin, the land iguana are thought to have diverged from a 

common ancestor ten to twenty million years ago, however, 

the oldest island is only 3 million years old.



Creationist response to active 
evolution

All know life that has adapted on the Galapagos came from 

separate species that resemble one another not one species that 

evolved into different kinds. 

Evolution is supposed to add features to different life-forms 

making them progressively better in a survival of the fittest. 

The majority of Galapagos adaptation occurs by the 

subtraction of animals features, not the addition, the flightless 

cormorant's wings have been reduced to where it is unable to 

fly, this allows it to better survive.



Summary

The Galapagos popularized the theory of natural 

selection which does occur in many places on the 

island

The iconic Darwins finches have not held up 

well with recent research, it appears as if they 

are a mild adaptation from one cross-breeding 

species, not the different species coming from 

one original species. This does, 

however, illustrate real natural selection.



Summary

The geographical location supports tectonic plates 

and the volcanism in the area has attributed to the 

islands unique life. 

The perplexing young age of the islands does not 

match up with any current evolutionary theories, the 

species are older than the islands, Darwin 

reasoned they migrated but there is not enough time 

in the evolutionary theory to explain the rate of 

natural selection that the island species have 

undergone to change to what they are today. 



Summary

Natural selection and adaption are evident in the 

Galapagos but active evolution, the change from one 

species to another, does not hold up. 


