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HOWARD PYLE 

�  March 5, 1853-1911 

�  Wilmington, Delaware 



HOWARD PYLE 

�  Grew up just outside the city 

�  His mother immersed him in the classics 

�  Grimm’s Fairy Tales 

�  The Arabian Nights 

�  Robinson Crusoe 

�  Ballads about Robin Hood 



HOWARD PYLE 

�  Attended two different schools 

�  Admitted he spent most of his time, “scrawling drawings on his 
slate and in his books” 

�  His parents encouraged him to study art 

�  At 16, he began taking art classes in Philadelphia 



HOWARD PYLE 

�  After three years he went to work for his father 

�  Began writing more, and sold a few poems with illustrations 

�  Moved to New York, thinking he could make an occupation out 
of being an illustrator 

�  Struggled in the beginning 

�  March 1878, Harper’s Weekly published an illustration of his as a 
double-paged spread 



WRECK IN THE OFFING 



HOWARD PYLE 

�  After that illustration was published, Pyle had as much work as he 
could handle 

�  Illustrating books, articles and stories 

�  He moved back to Delaware 

�  1880, became engaged 

�  1883, wrote and illustrated The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood 
of Great Renown in Nottinghamshire 

�  Became known as one of the nation’s premier children’s writers 
and illustrators 



HOWARD PYLE 



HOWARD PYLE 

�  Wrote several other books 
�  Otto of the Silver Hand 

�  Men of Iron 

�  The Garden Behind the Moon 

�  1894: Began teaching art at Drexel University 

�  1900: Howard Pyle’s School of Art 
�  Only 12 students accepted in the first year 

�  Hundred of applicants 

�  Famous students: N.C. Wyeth and Maxfield Parrish 



HOWARD PYLE 

�  “the mark he left on American art and storytelling appears to be 
permanent” 

�  Omnibus II 



THE MERRY ADVENTURES OF ROBIN 
HOOD 

�  Howard Pyle’s Robin Hood has affected our culture in a number 
of ways 

�  His style of illustration and writing both influenced storytelling and 
art in our culture 



THE MERRY ADVENTURES OF ROBIN 
HOOD 

�  The significance of the stories themselves is potent, because it 
was one of the primary channels for the communication of the 
hero Robin Hood into our contemporary culture 

�  Without Pyle there may have not been a fox from Walt Disney, or 
Errol Flynn in green tights, or Kevin Costner or Russell Crowe… 

�  Pyle wrote in a way that makes his readers feel as if they are 
reading the original legends 



THE MERRY ADVENTURES OF ROBIN 
HOOD 

�  Pyle took the legends and stories surrounding an outlaw hero 
who died in December 1247, and he brought them near enough 
for modern children to feel their texture and walk in the sprawling 
woods of the thirteenth century 



THE MERRY ADVENTURES OF ROBIN 
HOOD 

�  The fact that stories about Robin Hood still crop up regularly in 
popular culture today testifies to two things: 

�  First, Robin Hood’s life was potent in a way that few others are and 
still influences our concepts of goodness today 

�  Second, we owe Pyle our gratitude for connecting our culture more 
closely to the story of Robin of Sherwood Forest 



ROBIN HOOD 

�  An outlaw 

�  A gentleman 

�  Greatest archer in all of England 

�  Lives by poaching deer in Sherwood 
Forest 



JOHN LITTLE 

�  Robin’s right man 

�  Renamed Little John because of his 
seven-foot height and broad 
shoulders 



SIR RICHARD OF THE LEA 

�  A nobleman of high rank 

�  Comes to have a profound loyalty 
to Robin 



FRIAR TUCK 

�  Well known and thick-bodied 

�  Chaplain of the band 



CHARACTERS 

�  Will Stutely 
�  Wiley woodsman 

�  Often left in command in Robin’s absence 

�  Will Scarlet 
�  Robin’s nephew 

�  Not as large as Little John, but the strongest of the band 

�  Prone to dress prettily (all in scarlet and smelling like a rose) 

�  Allan a Dale 
�  The minstrel with the silvery voice 

�  (think the rooster folk-singer in the Disney movie) 



REBELLION 

�  What do you think is appealing about the story of a good 
outlaw? 

�  Should Christians ever be rebels?  How so? 



REBELLION 

�  What made Robin Hood kingly? 

�  Think of a number of figures from history, literature or Scripture 
and discuss which one Robin Hood most resembles. 



REBELLION 

�  In what ways should Christian men and women want to imitate 
Robin Hood, and in what ways should they not? 

�  Is it possible that Christian men and women could find themselves 
as far outside modern American law as Robin was outside of old 
England’s? 



READING HOMEWORK 

The Merry Adventures of 
Robin Hood 

�  Prologue 

�  Parts I-III 

Words of Delight 
�  none 



ENGRADE HOMEWORK 

�  none 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

�  Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 

1.  What does Robin do to fall afoul of the law?  Prologue 

2.  How does Robin avoid being arrested by the Tinker?  I.1 

3.  Why does the Sheriff of Nottingham decide to hold a shooting 
match?  I.2 

4.  What does the Sheriff decide after Will Stutely’s rescue?  Why 
does he decide this?  I.3 

 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

5.  What reason does Robin give for taking the Sheriff’s money 
after the feast?  II.1 

6.  Why is Robin reluctant to let Little John go to the Fair in 
Nottingham?  II.2 

7.  Previously, Robin gave a rationale for robbing the Sheriff of a 
large sum of money, but when Little John steals the Sheriff’s 
silver, Robin makes him give it back.  Why?  What is Robin’s 
rationale behind stealing?  II.3 

8.  Why does Robin want to watch Little John take a “drubbing” 
from Arthur a Bland?  III.1 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

9.  What does Robin find out about the stranger in scarlet that 
surprises him?  III.2 

10.  What is Robin’s plan to trick the Miller?  How does it go wrong?  
III.3 

11.  What sorts of events are repeated throughout these last three 
chapters?  III.1-3 

 


