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REMAINDER OF YEAR 

�  Week 25:  Robin Hood 

�  Week 26:  Canterbury Tales 

�  Week 27:  Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God 

�  Week 28:  The Witch of Blackbird Pond, and FINAL review 

�  Week 29:  Final 



PLOT AND CONFLICT IN ROBIN HOOD 

�  There is no central plotline 

�  There is no fundamental conflict 

�  These adventures are coherent and maintain consistent themese 
and meanings 

�  There is general flow to Robin Hood’s life 



KINGS OF ROBIN HOOD 

�  Henry II 

�  Tolerates Robin until he bests the king’s archers in a tournament 

�  Hunts Robin ruthlessly 

�  Richard of the Lion’s Heart 

�  Dresses himself and his men as friars, enters Sherwood Forest 

�  Discovers the true nobility and loyalty of Robin Hood 

�  King John 

�  Hunts Robin Hood and his men 



A MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART 

�  Robin Hood loved and served the weak 

�  Robin Hood loved those beneath him and gave them his own life 



LAW OF THE LAND 

�  We are obligated to abide by the law of the land 

�  In God, we have greater obligations 
�  We may not harm the weak 

�  We must love others better than ourselves 

�  We must love the Lord our God with everything we have 

�  The magistrates are obligated as well 
�  They are held to the law 

�  Even if they change it, or choose to ignore it 

�  The law still binds them 

�  As does the Law of God 



LAW OF THE LAND 

�  In Robin Hood, many break their oaths, violated covenant with 
their subjects and otherwise considered themselves above or 
outside the law 

�  Sheriff of Nottingham 

�  Bishop of Hereford 

�  Fat churchmen 

�  King Henry 

�  Outside the law is simply a long way of saying outlaw 



LAW OF THE LAND 

�  Robin Hood submitted to the law where he could, but when the 
king’s officials tried to kill him, forcing him into the wood, where is 
the evil living on the king’s deer? 

�  When a thief robs and persecutes the poor, is it wrong to rob the 
thief and buy grain for the widows? 

�  King or not, can you break a covenant of safe passage? 



LAW OF THE LAND 

�  Where Robin Hood dwells outside the law, he sets an example of 
righteousness for those who say they dwell within it. 

�  Robin Hood is what a king and a nobleman should be. 



AUTHORITY – TEXT ANALYSIS 

�  Many of the authorities in Robin Hood are unworthy authorities 
�  The Sheriff of Nottingham allies himself with a known murderer in Guy 

of Gisbourne 

�  The Sheriff is unfair and hypocritical in upholding the law 

�  King Henry II goes back on his work and oath 

�  Robin has little respect for these men 

�  On the other hand King Richard is brave and willing to sacrifice to 
lead his people 

�  Robin is respectful to King Richard 

�  He is appropriate and respectful to the king 



AUTHORITY – CULTURAL ANALYSIS 

�  The abortion issue is probably the issue that most often tempts 
Christians to civil disobedience.  Should we take action against 
abortion? 

�  The men and women of the Sixties tried very hard to teach us to 
question authority.  But what happens when their children grow 
up? 



AUTHORITY – BIBLICAL ANALYSIS 

�  Read 1 Samuel 24.  Why is David troubled?  What is the main 
point of David’s speech to Saul? 

�  Read Luke 20:1-19.  Why won’t Christ tell the religious “authorities” 
by what authority He is acting?  How does His parable offend 
them? 



DISNEY’S ROBIN HOOD 
Watch some in class if time permits. 



READING HOMEWORK 

The Merry Adventures of 
Robin Hood 

�  Parts IV-VIII 

�  Epilogue 

Words of Delight 
�  none 



ENGRADE HOMEWORK 

�  none 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

�  Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 

1.  What reason does Allan a Dale have to be melancholy?  IV.1 

2.  Why does Robin need to find the Curtal Friar of Fountain 
Abbey?  IV.1 

3.  After Robin takes his dunking from the Friar, what two things 
does Robin notice about him that don’t quite seem hermit-like?  
IV.2 

4.  What deal does Robin make with the Bishop before the 
wedding begins?  How does the Bishop pay for his wager?  IV.3 

 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

5.  What is Sir Richard of Lea’s predicament?  V.1 

6.  Robin attempts to cancel Sir Richard’s debt and allow him to 
keep the money as a gift.  Why doesn’t he?  V.2 

7.  When the two friars tell Little John they have no money, Little 
John urges them to pray to Saint Dunstan.  What happens 
when they do?  VI.1 

8.  When Robin approaches the four beggars, what is funny about 
the description of them realizing that someone is coming?  VI.2 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

9.  What are the terms of the agreement between Queen Eleanor 
and King Henry at the archery match in Finsbury Fields?  VII.1 

10.  How does the Bishop convince King Henry to break his promise 
of a forty-day pardon to Robin and his men?  What does Sir 
Robert Lee do when he does?  VII.2 

 


