
THE TWO TOWERS 
J.R.R. Tolkien 

Week 3 



1ST POEM 

Three Rings for the Elven-kings under the sky, 

 Seven for the Dwarf-lords in their halls of stone, 

Nine for Mortal Men doomed to die, 

 One for the Dark Lord on his dark throne 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 

 One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, 

 One Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 



2ND POEM 

All that is gold does not glitter, 

 Not all those who wander are lost; 

The old that is strong does not wither, 

 Deep roots are not reached by the frost. 

From the ashes a fire shall be woken, 

 A light from the shadows shall spring; 

Renewed shall be blade that was broken, 

 The crownless again shall be king. 



SHOULD WE FEAR EVIL? – TEXT 
ANALYSIS 

�  At the beginning of the book where are Frodo and Sam headed?  
What does this tell us about their “fear” of evil? 

�  Book III, Chapter 1 

�  Aragorn discovers slain orcs from a different tribe.  What does this 
reveal?  What does this tell us about the unity in the camp of evil? 

�  Book III, Chapter 2 

�  What is the relationship of orcs to day and night?  What is Tolkien 
saying about evil? 

�  1 John 1:5, 6 

�  1 John 2:9-11 



SHOULD WE FEAR EVIL? – CULTURAL 
ANALYSIS 

�  What do we see in our culture that reveals the popular view 
concerning the fear of evil? 

�  What assurance does the culture have in the struggle with evil? 



SHOULD WE FEAR EVIL? – BIBLICAL 
ANALYSIS 

�  What was Jesus’ attitude toward evil? 
�  Mark 5:1-20 

�  Luke 8:26-39 

�  1 Corinthians 15 

�  Psalms 110 

�  What does Paul teach us about evil in Ephesians 6? 

�  Ephesians 6:11-20 

�  What does Scripture teach our attitude toward evil should be in light 
of the final outcome in the end? 

�  Revelation 19-22 



TO PERSIST OR TO GIVE UP – TEXT 
ANALYSIS 

�  At the end of Book IV, Chapter 7 Frodo exclaims to Sam, “They 
cannot conquer forever!”  Discuss what this tells us about his 
resolve. 

�  What does Sam assume about the mission when he believes 
Frodo to be dead?  What does this reveal about Sam’s sense of 
purpose in this mission? 

�  Book IV, Chapter 10 



TO PERSIST OR TO GIVE UP – CULTURAL 
ANALYSIS 

�  How has the culture romanticized this sense of purpose? 

�  How would most people answer the question as to why some 
give up and others seem to persist? 



TO PERSIST OR TO GIVE UP – BIBLICAL 
ANALYSIS 

�  What can we observe in Scripture relating to the issue of persistence 
to the end in accomplishing a goal? 

�  Proverbs 3:5, 6 

�  Acts 15:36 

�  Romans 1:13 

�  Matthew 10:5-15; 16:21; 26:17-19 

�  What do these individuals have in common concerning the nature 
of their vision for the future? 

�  Romans 15:20 

�  2 Corinthians 11:24-29 

�  Philippians 3:14 



READING HOMEWORK 

The Two Towers 
�  Book Four, Chapters IV-X 

Words of Delight 
�  none 



ENGRADE HOMEWORK 

�  Week 19 Two Towers quiz. 



MEMORY HOMEWORK 

�  You will be memorizing two poems from The Fellowship of the 
Ring. 

�  These will be due to be recited in class on March 14, 2017. 



1ST POEM 

Three Rings for the Elven-kings under the sky, 

 Seven for the Dwarf-lords in their halls of stone, 

Nine for Mortal Men doomed to die, 

 One for the Dark Lord on his dark throne 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 

 One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, 

 One Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them 

In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 



2ND POEM 

All that is gold does not glitter, 

 Not all those who wander are lost; 

The old that is strong does not wither, 

 Deep roots are not reached by the frost. 

From the ashes a fire shall be woken, 

 A light from the shadows shall spring; 

Renewed shall be blade that was broken, 

 The crownless again shall be king. 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

�  The characters in the Races and Characters of Middle-Earth chart 
have been divided into the races that populate Middle-Earth.  As 
you encounter the different races and characters in The 
Fellowship of the Ring, fill in the chart.  We will revisit this chart at 
the end of The Return of the King, and compare the 
development of these characters.  For extra credit choose two 
additional characters and fill in the four blanks at the end of the 
chart for those characters.  You may use additional paper if 
needed. 

�  This completed chart is due on March 21, 1017. 

 


