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EARLY CHURCH 

•  Do you ever wish you could have been a part of a first century, apostolic church?  To hear men 
like Paul or Peter preach? 

•  It’s easy for us to paint a very idealistic picture of the early church, giving rise to a nostalgic 
longing for that “golden age” of history. 



EARLY CHURCHES 

•  Galatia 
–  Were in danger of fatally compromising the gospel with works of the law 

•  Corinth 
–  Had a litany of embarrassing problems, including doubts about the Resurrection, petty divisions and 

quarrels among themselves, blatant sexual immorality, and the abuse of spiritual gifts 

•  Thessalonians 
–  Lazy busybodies 

•  Laodicea 
–  Became lukewarm 



EARLY CHURCHES 

•  Pergamum 

–  Compromised with the world 

•  Thyatira 

–  Was corrupted by false teaching 

•  Sardis 

–  Was defiled by hypocrisy 

•  Ephesus 

–  Lost its first love 



EARLY CHURCH 

•  We’d be hard-pressed to find a problem in today’s church that was not also present two 
thousand years ago 



TIMOTHY AND TITUS 

•  Paul wrote three letters known as the Pastoral Epistels 

–  1st and 2nd Timothy 

–  Titus 

•  To encourage and equip his younger protégés 

•  Timothy and Titus were pastors struggling to keep their churches in line with apostolic 
doctrine and practice 



PAUL’S EPISTLES 

•  Paul’s other letters are addressed to entire congregations 

•  1st and 2nd Timothy and Titus are addressed to these pastors 

•  They give us a “behind the scenes” look 



PASTORAL EPISTLES 

•  We learn a lot more about the qualifications, responsibilities, and challenges facing the apostles 
and their immediate successors 

•  We see what Paul told Timothy and Titus to teach their congregations 



TITUS 

•  Paul provides Titus with an overview of qualifications and tasks for elders 

•  Paul gives a sketch of the doctrinal and ethical teaching Titus should transmit to the people 
under his care in the church in Crete 

•  Paul writes Titus to provide him with encouragement and direction in the ministry 

–  Cretan society was deeply corrupt, so Titus needed all the support he could get in maintaining a 
countercultural stance 

–  Titus 1:11 



TITUS 

•  Titus was a Greek 

–  Galatians 2:3 

•  Probably one of Paul’s own converts 

–  Titus 1:4 

•  He accompanied Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem 

–  Galatians 2:1 

•  Possibly as part of Paul’s famine relieve project for the saints in Judea 

–  Acts 11:28-30 



TITUS 

•  Paul held him in high esteem 

–  2 Corinthians 8:23 

•  Titus had the difficult task of delivering a painful letter from Paul to the church at Corinth 

–  2 Corinthians 2:1-4; 7:13-15; 8:16-24 



MAIN THEMES 

•  Men and Women in the Church 

•  Scripture as the Word of God 

•  Our Salvation in Christ 

•  Pastoral Qualifications and Responsibilities 



TITUS 

•  Read Titus in class. 



LEADERSHIP – TEXT ANALYSIS 

•  Paul warns Timothy and Titus to guard their flocks against false teachers and false teaching 

•  Paul served faithfully as a leader in his preaching and teaching ministry 

•  Paul was willing to suffer for the truth 



LEADERSHIP – TEXT ANALYSIS 

•  Compare 1 Timothy 3:1-13 and Titus 1:6-9 

•  What are the biblical requirements for leadership in the church? 



LEADERSHIP – CULTURAL ANALYSIS 

•  How does our culture view leadership? 

•  Who does our culture prop up as role models? 



LEADERSHIP – BIBLICAL ANALYSIS 

•  How did Jesus define leadership? 

–  Matthew 18:1-5 

–  Mark 10:35-45 



READING HOMEWORK 

TITUS 

•  all 

WORDS OF DELIGHT 

•  none 



ENGRADE HOMEWORK 

•  none 



WRITTEN HOMEWORK 

•  Answer the following question in one or two paragraphs. 

•  How can we encourage biblical leadership in our churches and communities? 

 


