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Appropriate for:

Students seeking an understanding of the functions and theories
of music, music history, and production. Students seeking an
emphasis in dance may seek a career as a musician, instructor,
director, producer, recording engineer, artist manager,
managers and technologists, choir director, music publicist,
theater manager, composer, arranger, musical therapist. 



EMPHASIS  & HONORS
OVERVIEW

Plan high school classes with criteria of desired cord. 
Document completed coursework on Quest's online
application form, (click here), then save progress to be
updated year after year. Planning and documentation
can begin anytime during high school, but students
are encouraged to begin in their freshman year.
Once a student has documented and included all
necessary information, the form is to be submitted by
the announced deadline to be reviewed.

Students must maintain a 3.5 GPA in classes
qualifying for the particular emphasis cord.
Students must maintain a 3.5 GPA overall in all
high school classes for the honors medallion.
The student must display honorable character and
a clean disciplinary record. 

Graduating with an Emphasis Cord shows a dedication to
a specific subject matter; receiving an Honors Medallion
shows application and experience of the gained
knowledge. Both can open doors to opportunities with
employers and universities! Customizable options are
available upon request. 

APPLICATION PROCESS:
1.
2.

3.

GENERAL CRITERIA:

Application does not guarantee that the student will
receive the cord, but students are likely to be eligible
for multiple cords and may apply for up to three. This
number does not include any Social Cords they may
receive for Honor Society, Student Council, or the
Community Connection Chord. 
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https://form.jotform.com/230067071396152


MUSIC CORD
REQUIREMENTS

Intro to Music Theory 
Advanced Music Theory
Honors/AP Music Theory

From Bach To Rock
Humanities (involving a music
history component)

Music Composition
Ear Training
Solfege

THEORY (TWO YEARS)

MUSIC HISTORY (CHOOSE 1)

ELECTIVES (CHOOSE 1)

Completion of private music instruction in one
instrument or vocal practice through all 4 years
of high school with a qualified teacher.
Complete 8 + recitals, over four years of HS.
Two years participation in ensemble with regular
coaching from an instructor. This can include
choir and orchestra.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS1

Along with major music instruction, you must
complete supplemental classes in each area below.
OPTIONAL: Complete an AP exam with a 4 or 5
(before senior year) in substitution for one of the
classes.
Two must be honors classes or dual credit courses.
IMPORTANT: Quest offers Honors Contracts to
elevate any high school course to an honors class.

 SUPPLEMENTAL CLASS REQUIREMENT2
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Provide a transcript & Schoology grade report
(instructions to download this are on the form). 
If coursework has been done outside of Quest,
provide proof for class completion/grades
(report card, scores email, teacher's signature).

 CREDIBILITY REQUIREMENT3
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HONORS MEDALLION
REQUIREMENTS

Students must be pursuing the music emphasis cord and
must maintain a 3.5 GPA average in high school.
Unlike the emphasis cord, a medallion requires prior approval
of the student's plan for this honor. Approval must be
received prior to starting any apprenticeship, internship,
practicum, or senior project.
Students must complete the approved plan before
graduation.

 Choose a minimum of 2 medallion options and submit on this
online form (click here) to be approved.  
After receiving approval, document progress on the same
form as the emphasis cords. 

Arizona State Seal of Arts Proficiency for work completed. 
Completion of a studio or master class including at least 6
sessions with specific achievable goals and oral presentation
of music pieces.
Completion of a senior recital of at least 1 hour length.
Participate in 2 competitions for chosen solo instrument.
Write or publish one or more musical scores.
Serve as concertmaster or principal players for their sections
during their high school career.
Form their own ensemble group beyond the minimum
requirement in course work - there must be evidence of
regular practice meetings and at least 2 performances during
a 12-month period.
Excelling student who becomes a student instructor prior to
graduation. Must complete a designated number of hours of
instruction as predetermined by a senior instructor.
Participation in a minimum of 3 community outreach events
over the course of 4 high school years where 3 solo pieces
are performed by memory. Events where the participant
receives payment for services do not count.

Honors Medallions are earned through practical application 
and experience. Customizable options are available for
students who need accommodations. 

ELIGIBILITY

APPLICATION PROCESS
1.

2.

MEDALLION OPTIONS (MINIMUM OF 2)

The options listed are not all inclusive. I f you wish to apply yourself
in other ways, include those when you submit your proposed plan. 
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Q H O W  D O  I  D O C U M E N T  W O R K
C O M P L E T E D  O U T S I D E  Q U E S T ?

A
Since outside programs offer courses that
could qualify towards emphasis cords or
medallions, students can ask for approval for
outside classes by describing and submitting
their past or current progress for review on
the online form. Credibility of scores must be
provided in some way; this may be a report
card, proof of completion email, or signature
from teacher or advisor.

Quest courses are the best way to fulfill this
academic journey! If more concentrated study
is desired, students can receive one-on-one
private lessons. Other outside programs or
instruction may also apply towards emphasis
cords and medallions.

Q W H E R E  C A N  I  F I N D  C O U R S E S  T O
S A T I S F Y  T H E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S ?

A

Q W H E R E  A N D  W H E N  D O  I  B E G I N ?

A

Q I  H A V E  B E G U N  L A T E  I N  T H E  G A M E .
H O W  S H O U L D  I  P R O C E E D ?

A
Set up an Aspire appointment to see what
cords you qualify for or should work towards.
Then, begin documenting all your current high
school progress on the online form and
receive feedback by submitting for review.

Begin preparation before your freshman year or
as early as possible. Your first step is to make
an Aspire appointment, then to read all
instructions on the online form.

https://form.jotform.com/230067071396152
https://www.questforeducationandarts.com/aspire
https://form.jotform.com/230067071396152
https://form.jotform.com/230067071396152
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Q H O W  D O  T H E S E  A C A L A D E S  A P P L Y
T O  M Y  F U T U R E ?

A
Emphasis Cords and Medallions are helpful in
applying for scholarships and getting into
honors collages and groups. They also help
you to excel in particular fields. 

Q W H O  C A N  I  T A L K  T O  A B O U T
C U S T O M I Z A B L E  O P T I O N S ?

A
Set up an advising meeting with our Student &
Parent Life Coordinator. She will walk you
through options we offer all our students and
the best path to your individual success. 

Q I  N E E D  T H E S E  H O N O R S  B E F O R E  I
A P P L Y  T O  C O L L E G E  A S  A  J U N I O R !

A
If you are applying to collages in your junior
year and want these honors on your transcript
before graduation, please work with our
Student & Parent Life Coordinator.
Coursework can be completed and reviewed
anytime during your high school year.

Q W H A T  A R E  H O N O R S  C O N T R A C T S
A N D  H O W  D O  I  G E T  A N D  U S E  O N E ?

A
Individual Honors Contracts are available to
all students to elevate any of Quest’s high
school courses to an honors class. Emphasis
Cords require two honors (or dual credit)
courses to be completed. Honors Contracts
allow students to meet these requirements if a
class is not already listed as AP/honors.
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Music is the divine way
to tell beautiful poetic
things to the heart
-
Pablo Casals
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