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Early American Timeline 

u  Can anyone recite the first twenty-four? 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  1607 – Jamestown, 1st permanent English settlement 

u  1620-1621 – Pilgrims sail on the Mayflower, found Plymouth Colony 

u  1630 – Massachusetts Bay Colony 

u  1636 – Harvard University 

u  1647 – New England Passes Law 

u  1692 – Salem Witch Trials 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  1750 – Industrial Revolution Begins 

u  Mid 18th century – The Great Awakening 

u  1754-1763 – French and Indian War 

u  1764 – The Sugar Act 

u  1765 – The Stamp Act 

u  1767 – Townshend Acts 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  March 5, 1770 – The Boston Massacre 

u  December 16, 1773 – Boston Tea Party 

u  1775-1783 – The American Revolution 

u  1775 – Second Continental Congress 

u  July 4, 1776 – Declaration of Independence 

u  December, 1777-June, 1778 – Continental Army at Valley Forge 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  1781 – Articles of Confederation 

u  September 3, 1783 – Treaty of Paris 

u  1787 – Constitutional Convention 

u  1789-1799 – The French Revolution 

u  1791 – Bill of Rights 

u  1800 – The Federal Government Moves to Washington D.C. 



Early American Timeline Review 

u  1803-1806 – Lewis and Clark Expedition 

u  1803 – Louisiana Purchase 

u  1812-1815 – War of 1812 

u  June 18, 1815 – Battle of Waterloo 



William Wilberforce 

u  “It is the true duty of every man to promote the happiness of his fellow 
creatures to the utmost of his power.” 

u   ”Can you tell a plain man the road to heaven? Certainly, turn at once to the 
right, then go straight forward.” 

u   ”God Almighty has set before me two great objects: the suppression of the 
slave trade and the reformation of manners.” 



William Wilberforce 

u  “Life as we know it, with all its ups and downs, will soon be over. We all will 
give an accounting to God of how we have lived.”  

u  “Can one serve God and one's nation in parliament?” 

u   ”My walk is a public one. My business is in the world, and I must mix in the 
assemblies of men or quit the post which Providence seems to have assigned 
me.” 



William Wilberforce 

u  “I am disturbed when I see the majority of so-called Christians having such 
little understanding of the real nature of the faith they profess. Faith is a 
subject of such importance that we should not ignore it because of the 
distractions or the hectic pace of our lives.”  

u  “Let everyone regulate his conduct... by the golden rule of doing to others as 
in similar circumstances we would have them do to us, and the path of duty 
will be clear before him.” 

u  “You may choose to look the other way, but you can never say again that you 
did not know.” 



Slave Trade 

u  Primary objective of the Portuguese in sailing around Africa was to find a sea 
route to the Spice Islands. 

u  They soon discovered that profits could be made in Africa.   

u  So did other Europeans. 

u  All the information about the slave trade is from Western Civilization. 



Slave Trade 

u  Portuguese built forts on both the western and eastern coasts of Africa to 
dominate the trade in gold. 

u  Dutch seized a number of Portuguese forts along the West African coast and 
took control of much of the Portuguese trade across the Indian Ocean. 

u  Dutch East India Company, a trading company established in 1602, set up a 
settlement in southern Africa at the Cape of Good Hope. 



Slave Trade 

u  Slavery had been practiced in Africa since ancient times. 

u  Primary market for African slaves was the Middle East, mostly as domestic 
servants. 

u  European countries enslaved some slaves from Africa or war captives from the 
regions north of the Black Sea, used as household help or agricultural 
workers. 



Slave Trade 

u  At first, the Portuguese replaced European slaves with African ones. 

u  Second half of the fifteenth century, about a thousand slaves were taken to 
Portugal each year, mostly as domestic servants for affluent families in 
Europe. 

u  The discovery of the Americas in the 1490s and the planting of sugar cane in 
South America and the islands of the Caribbean changed the situation 
drastically. 



Slave Trade 

u  Toward the end of the fifteenth century, the Portuguese set up sugar 
plantations worked by African laborers on an island off the central coast of 
Africa. 

u  Sixteenth century, sugarcane plantations were set up along the eastern coast 
of Brazil and on several islands in the Caribbean. 

u  Growing sugar demands both skill and large quantities of labor. 

u  Slaves began to be shipped to Brazil and the Caribbean to work on the 
plantations. 



Slave Trade 

u  Triangular Trade 

u  Connecting Europe, Africa, and the American continents. 

u  European merchant ships carried European manufactured goods, such as guns, 
gin, and cloth, to Africa. 

u  These goods were traded for a cargo of slaves. 

u  The slaves were then shipped to the Americas and sold. 

u  European merchants then bought tobacco, molasses, sugar, rum, coffee, and 
raw cotton and shipped them back to Europe to be sold in European markets. 



Triangular Trade 



Slave Trade 

u  16th Century:  estimated 275,000 enslaved Africans were exported 

u  17th Century:  over 1 million 

u  18th Century:  6 million 

u  19th Century:  2 million 

u  Even when Great Britain and other European countries tried to end the slave trade 

u  Altogether as many as 10 million African slaves were transported to the 
Americas between the 16th and 19th centuries 

u  Half were transported in British ships, the rest divided among French, Dutch, 
Portuguese, Danish, and American ships 



Slave Trade 

u  One reason for the astonishing numbers of slaves, was the high death rate 

u  Middle Passage, the middle leg of the triangular trade route 

u  African slaves were closely packed into cargo ships, 300-450 per ship, and 
chained in holds without sanitary facilities or room to stand up 

u  The journey took at least 100 days 

u  Mortality rates averaged 10 percent 

u  Africans who survived the journey were subject to high death rates from 
diseases to which they had little or no immunity 



Life of William Wilberforce 

u  August 24, 1759 –July 29, 1833 

u  English politician 

u  Member of Parliament 

u  Abolitionist 



William Wilberforce 

u  Wilberforce was born in Hull, in the East Riding of Yorkshire: England 

u  Parents, Robert Wilberforce, a wealthy merchant, and his wife Elizabeth Bird  

u  The only son 

u  His grandfather William had made the family fortune in the maritime trade 
with Baltic countries and had twice been elected mayor of Hull 

u  Sickly child, poor eyesight 

u  Raised in the Church of England 

 



William Wilberforce 

u  Father died when he was 9 

u  Went to several boarding schools 

u  Lived with relatives for a bit, were evangelical influence 

u  Due to the deaths of his father and grandfather, he was independently wealth 

u  At 17, attended St. Johns College, Cambridge 

u  Bachelor of Arts 1781 

u  Master of Arts 1788 

u  Went to school with William Pitt, who would become Prime Minister 



William Wilberforce 

u   At 30, married Barbara Ann Spooner 

u  6 children 

u  William (b. 1798) 

u  Barbara (b. 1799) 

u  Elizabeth (b. 1801) 

u  Robert Isaac Wilberforce (b. 1802) 

u  Samuel Wilberforce (b. 1805) 

u  Henry William Wilberforce (b. 1807) 

u  Wilberforce was an indulgent and adoring father 



William Wilberforce 

u  Wilberforce considered a political career while still at university, he and Pitt 
would go and watch House of Commons debates from the gallery 

u  Pitt encouraged Wilberforce to join him in obtaining a parliamentary seat 

u  1780, at 21, and still a student, Wilberforce was elected Member of 
Parliament  

u  Being independently wealth, and not financially obligated to a party, 
Wilberforce sat as an independent, a "no party man“ 

u  He supported both Tory and Whig governments according to his conscience 



William Wilberforce 

u  1784-1785 

u  Traveled through Europe with his mother, sister and Isaac Milner 

u  During the journey, he and Milner read The Rise and Progress of Religion in 
the Soul by Philip Doddridge 

u  This began a religious conversion in the heart of Wilberforce 

u  Resolved to commit his future life and work to the service of God 

u  Not easy to be an evangelical in those circles at that time 

u  Went to John Newton for advice on whether to continue in public life 



William Wilberforce 

u  Newton and Pitt encouraged him to remain in public office 

u  He did so, with a new zeal and a desire to put his Christian principles into 
action and to serve God in public life 

u  At the urgings of many, Wilberforce agreed to bring forward the abolition of 
the slave trade in Parliament 



William Wilberforce 

u  May 22, 1787, the first meeting of the Society for Effecting the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade 

u  May 12, 1789, he made his first major speech on the subject of abolition in 
the House of Commons 

u  Slave Trade Act finally passed both houses and received royal assent  on March 
25, 1807 

u  See handout for detailed timeline 



What About Us? 

u  What do Christians marginalize today? 

u  What do they not make a stand for? 

u  What do they make a stand for? 



What Can One Man Do? 



Amazing Grace 

u  John Newton 

u  English sailor in the Royal Navy 

u  Captain of slave ships 

u  Converted to Christianity 

u  Ordained as an evangelical Anglican cleric 

u  Became a prominent supporter of abolitionism 

u  Had a strong influence on William Wilberforce 

u  Wrote Amazing Grace 

u  Watch Amazing Grace, 2006 version 



Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace!  How sweet the 
sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am 
found, 
was blind, but now I see. 
 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart 
to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace 
appear 
the hour I first believed! 
 
Thro’ many dangers, toils, and 
snares, 
I have already come; 
‘tis grace has brought me safe 
thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to 
me, 
His Word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be, 
as long as life endures. 
 
And when this flesh and heart shall 
fail, 
and mortal life shall cease, 
I shall possess within the veil 
a life of joy and peace. 
 
When we’ve been there ten 
thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 
we’ve no less days to sing God’s 
praise 
than when we’ve first begun. 



Reading Homework 

Amazing Grace in the Life of 
William Wilberforce 
u  all 

Supplemental Readings 
(Optional) 
u  Western Civilization 

u  C 14:  Africa:  The Slave Trade (in New Rivals 
on the World Stage) 

u  Streams of Civilization 2 

u  Pages 8, 19, 89-90 

u  Church History in Plain Language 

u  C 37:  A New Social Frontier 

u  A History of Christianity in the United States 
and Canada 

u  none 

u  Words of Delight 

u  none 



Engrade Homework 

u  none 



Written Homework 

u  What can you do?  What is an issue in our culture that is wrong, against 
Scripture?  What can YOU do about it? 

u  Think through something you see in our culture: 

u  Why is it wrong? 

u  Why don’t more people take action? 

u  What makes you want to take action? 

u  What could you do about it? 

u  Write a 3-5 paragraph essay explaining your position.  Use the Essay Writing 
Rubric. 



Memory Homework 

u  You will be memorizing the Early American Timeline we discussed in class 
today.  This will be memorized over the entire year.  You will be tested on the 
events up to the Constitution on the Midterm.  You will be tested on all the 
dates on the Final. 

u  This week, continue to memorize the first 24 events, and begin memorizing 
the 25th event. 

  



Maps 

u  We will be working on completing our maps next week in class. 


