
QUEST for Education and Arts 
Jr. Physics 

 

 

Welcome to Jr. Physics!  I am so very happy that I get to learn together with 
you this year.  My name is Valerie Clapero.  One of my favorite things to do is 
marvel at God’s handiwork.  Whether it be a sunset sky, the amazing 
symmetry of a butterfly, a mathematical problem, an artistic masterpiece, or a 

starlit sky, it all points to a God who is worthy of our praise.  I am so very excited that we will be learning 
together as we explore Physics this year.   

I love to teach, but even greater than my passion for teaching is my passion for learning.  My husband, Jason 
Clapero, is a teacher too and serves as one of the administrators at Pusch Ridge Christian Academy.  Our 
daughter, Bethany, attends 7th grade there and we have been richly blessed by the community there.  I am also 
a homeschool teacher to Sabrina (our 3rd grader) and Aaron (our 1st grader).  That’s a little bit about me!  I 
can’t wait to learn more about you as we get to know each other this year!     

Mark your calendar:   
Please, mark your calendar, and plan on attending a portion of our class when we start on September 12th.  I 
would like to make sure that all students and families understand how to use the QUEST website, yellow boxes 
(where assignments will be posted), and engradepro.  I want to make this year amazing for kids and parents 
alike, so I want to make sure that you are confident and comfortable in navigating these sites. 

Contact Information:  

Email:  valerieclapero@questforeducationandarts.com Phone:  599-9993 
 

The best way to contact me is through email.  I check my email once a day and will respond to any inquiries 
within 24 hours.  PLEASE DO NOT USE ENGRADEPRO TO SEND A MESSAGE TO ME.  I generally input grades 
once a week and do not see these messages on a regular basis.   

Course Description: 
 

Physics gives us a glimpse into the materials, laws, 
and structures of God’s thoughtful design and 
careful building of the universe around us.  
Throughout the course of the year, we will study 
the following… 
 

 
 

 The Foundations of Physics 
 Matter 
 Mechanics 
 Matter in Motion 
 Energy in Motion 
 Electricity and Magnetism 

 
 

Textbooks and Materials:   
There are no textbooks required for this class.  We will be keeping a notebook portfolio throughout the year.  
This portfolio is where students will keep their reading pages, lab sheets, and writing assignments.   

mailto:valerieclapero@questforeducationandarts.com


Class Materials:   
All students will need the following items.  They should bring these items with them to each class.  If students 
forget to bring their supplies, then the participation grade will be affected for that week. 

 A one-inch three Ring Binder with clear plastic cover 
 Notebook Paper  
 One package of 12 count colored pencils 
 A pencil that is sharpened and ready to write 
 A pair of scissors 

 

Grading Plan:   
Grades are entered into engradepro each week (www.engradepro.com).  Each assignment is given a point value 
based on the difficulty and importance.  You will be receiving the login information after the first week of class.  
The class consists of the following categories of assignments: 

Assignment Point value Value of the assignments 

Participation 

Attendance 

10 points per week 

10 points per week 

Worth 20% of the overall grade 

Lab Sheets Between 10 and 25 points per 
assignment 

Worth 20% of the overall grade 

Homework Between 10 and 20 points per 
assignment 

Worth 20% of the overall grade 

Tests and Quizzes Between 10 and 50 points Worth 40% of the overall grade 
 

**Most quizzes and tests are administered through engradepro.  Students will are encouraged to use their 
notebook portfolio as a resource as they take their quiz or test on engradepro. 

Portfolio:  Students will be required to bring their portfolio to class every week.  They will be expected to 
maintain a neatly organized portfolio for the duration of the class.  The portfolio will be filled with items created 
throughout the year.  We will work together to make sure that the portfolio is and maintained and organized.   

Extra Credit: Opportunities for extra credit will be offered from time to time.  These are listed as “Brain 
Builder” activities in the yellow boxes.  Participation in the QUEST Science Fair is not required, but is strongly 
encouraged.  These activities, experiments, and presentations require a great deal of preparation.  Students 
participating in the science fair will receive an automatic 50 points of extra credit.   

Absences: If a student is absent, it is HIS/HER responsibility to get any work due on the date of the absence 
turned in in a timely manner.  Students will automatically receive a zero for participation and attendance on the 
day that they are absent.  They will be marked “excused” for any in class assignments or lab activities that they 
have missed for the day.   

Statement for Academic Dishonesty:  
Academic honesty is expected in this class.  Cheating will not be tolerated. Consequences may include:  reduction in grade 
on assignment, repeat assignment, no grade on assignment or others as deemed appropriate.  Academic dishonesty will be 
reported to the QUEST administration and a parent will be notified.   

http://www.engradepro.com/

